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Cameroon 


LE COMBATTANT Director General Arrested 
ABOS5 1415 Paris AFP in French 1832 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Yaounde, 4 Mar (AFP)}—Joseph Benyimbe, the 
director of the Cameroonian independent weekly, LE 
COMBATTANT, was summoned by the police on 
Wednesday, 2 March and questioned, a reliable source 
disclosed today. His interrogation by the police is related 
to that of a journalist working for the same magazine, Mr 
Samuel Zang Desjoies, who wrote an article described as 
insulting to former French President Giscard d’Estaing, 
the same source added. 


Mr Desjoies was arrested 3 days after the issue hit the 
newsstands despite the fact that the Ministry of Interior 
censoring services agreed to the publication of the issue. 
Mr Benyimbe’s detention for questioning is the third in 
two weeks, following that of his colleague and that of the 
director of another independent weekly magazine, 
CAMEROON MAGAZINE, arrested after he wrote an 
article on the various phases of an investigation into a 
Criminal case and that has been the front page story of 
many newspapers in Cameroon for several months now. 


Gabon 


Head of State Hold Talks 
ABO04 1406 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1255 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] President El Hadj Omar Bongo of Gabon, on a 
working visit to Angola, is holding talks with his Angolan 
counterpart, Jose Eduardo dos Santos, about the situa- 
tion in southern Africa, particularly the civil war in 
Angola. President Bongo, who has been taking peace 
initiatives for African countries torn by civil wars, is also 
stepping up efforts in an attempt to persuade Angola and 
the United States to resume negotiations for Namibia's 
independence. 


‘Military Situation’ Discussed 
ABO042104 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] There was a meeting today between Gabonese 
President Omar Bongo and his Angolan counterpart, 
Eduardo dos Santos. It was a very important meeting 
since Gabon has always played an active role in seeking 
a solution to the problem currently confronting Angola 
due to the South African military incursions. 


Yes, President Omar Bongo went to Luanda, Angola 
today where he held talks with his Angolan counterpart. 
Rodrigue Assei, you accompanied the Gabonese delega- 
tion on behalf of Africa No |. I believe that the two 
leaders first discussed bilateral cooperation. Now that 
you have returned home, what would you say is the 
significance of these talks? In short, what were the issues 
discussed in Luanda? 
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[Assei] The talks centered on two main points: bilateral 
cooperation and international ‘ssues. Concerning bilat- 
eral relations, it was said in Libreville before the visit 
that President dos Santos of Angola had twice visited 
Gabon while President Bongo had not yet visited 
Luanda. Now everything has been set right thanks to 
Bongo’s first official visit to that country; a short visit, of 
course, but filled with activities. From now on Luanda 
and Libreville will strengthen their cooperation in the air 
transport sector. The Gabonese national airlines, Air 
Gabon, is currently negotiating with the TAAG [Angolan 
Airlines] on the operation of flights to Luanda by a 
Gabonese Boeing 747 aircraft and a Lockheed aircraft 
belonging to the Gabonese airline. According to Gabo- 
nese Civil Aviation Minister Michel Essongue, an agree- 
ment is expected to be signed before the end of mid- 
March. In short, Air Gabon will operate flights from 
Libreville to Luanda and Paris with the 747 aircraft. 


Apart from the bilateral side of this visit, President 
Bongo particularly went to express support to a Luanidic 
regime confronted with South African military incur- 
sions. According to Omar Bongo, there is a need to 
sensitize the international community on the Angolan 
situation’ 


[Begin Bongo recording] The military situation in the 
People’s Republic of Angola is serious and it is due to this 
seriousness that we believe that we must do our best to 
sensitize the international community, particularly cer- 
tain friendly countries that have the heavy duty of 
mediating in this conflict during this period. [end record- 
ing] 


On his part, President Dos Santos, duiing his news 
conference—it was a Bongo-Dos Santos news confer- 
ence— expressed regret that while his country had made 
many concessions to South Africa concerning the with- 
drawal of the Cuban troops from Angola, his country, 
curiously, has received nothing in return. This is why 
U.S.-Angolan negotiations have so far run up against the 
intransigence of Pretoria, which continues to maintain 
its presence by keeping its troops in Angola, particularly 
in the southern part of the country. The very fierce 
fighting taking piace in Cuito Cuanavale testifies to the 
serious situation prevailing there. 


When one realizes that it will very soon be the 20th 
anniversary of the founding of the Gabonese Democratic 
Party, and that according to some unofficial reports, 
General Vernon Walters, the U.S. representative to the 
United Nations, is due in Libreville—and there have 
been negotiations between Angola and the United States 
on the withdrawal of the Cuban troops from Angola, and 
even on Namibia's independence—one wonders if the 
U.S.-Angolan negotiations on southern Africa will be 
discussed in Libreville. It should be recalled that an 
Angolan delegation will attend the party’s anniversary 
festivities, because not only did President Bongo go to 
Luanda to express his suport to Angola, but he also 
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invited his Angolan counterpart to the 20th anniversary 
of the Gabonese party. In short, a solution to this 
problem will be found only after 12 March. 


UNESCO Head Arrives in Libreville for Visit 
ABO51703 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] UNESCO Director General Federico Mayor con- 
tinues with his familiarization tour of African countries. 
He arrived in Libreville last night for a 3-day official 
visit to Gabon. This new visit to Africa comes after his 
recent visit to Ivory Coast, Senegal, and Mauritaria. 
During the visit, he is expected to hold several discus- 
sions, including one with President Omar Bongo. 


Concerning his discussions with President Bongo, Mr 
Mayor stated that he would seek the Gabonese head of 
state’s views on the future of UNESCO—a future which, 
according to him, must be built with the help of all the 
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countries of the internationz] community, including 
those which have withdrawn from the organization and 
which he is trying to convince to return. In his first 
interview with the press soon after his arrival yesterday 
evening, he denied that this return might be brought 
about to the detriment of programs guaranteeing a new 
world communication and information order. Let us 
listen to the UNESCO director general. 


[Begin recording] It is our duty to ensure the free, 
unobstructed flow of communication and information. 
You can therefore rest assured that we are here to 
guarantee freedom. We have never tried to hinder free 
communication or the free flow of information. On the 
contrary, | personally promised to do my best to promote 
major international programs for the development of 
communication, for the training of media personnel, and 
for the provision of equipment, but [words indistinct] in 
order to favor the free flow of information in general, 
and not to hinder it. [end recording] 
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Djibouti 


French-Djiboutian Military Manuevers End 
LD031631 Paris International Service in French 
1245 GMT 3 Mar 88 


{Text} The joint French-Djiboutian maneuvers, code- 
named “Friendship-88”, have ended. About 2,000 ser- 
vicemen from the French and the Djiboutian Armed 
Forces—Army, Navy and Air Force—were involved in 
the maneuvers, which lasted 3 days. Two companies of 
French troops based on the islands of Reunion and 
Mayotte in particular took part in these exercises. 


Ethiopia 


Mengistu Visits Valley Development Authority 
EA061534 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam has 
said that in accordance with the action plan drawn up to 
reconstruct our motherland in all spheres, especially the 
utilization of natural resources, our party and govern- 
ment will give more attention than ever before to the 
development of our valley and water resources. 


Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, secretary general of 
the WPE Central Committee, PDRE president, and 
commander-in-chief of the Revolutionary Armed Forc- 
es, made this statement today after being briefed at the 
recently established Ethiopian Valley Development 
Study Authority in Addis Ababa on the aims, organiza- 
tional structure, functions, and future plans of the 
authority. Asefa Seyoum, the ETHIOPIAN NEWS 
AGENCY’s palace reporter, has the details. 


[Asefa] The comrade secretary general assured the direc- 
tors and employees of the authority that the necessary 
support would be given to strengthen it organizationally 
and to provide it with skilled manpower and finance so 
that the authority can discharge its responsibilities and 
meet the trust placed in it by making effective use of our 
valleys and water resources. He appreciated the work 
done by the recently established authority and gave the 
comrades words of encouragement. 


Earlier, Comrade Zewdie Abate, the authority's general 
manager gave Comrade President Mengistu a detailed 
explanation of the authority's aims, organizational « ruc- 
ture, functions, and future plans. He said that the author- 
ity had conducted detailed and exhaustive studies on our 
country’s main valleys and water resources. He pointed 
out that the studies were being finalized and practical 
implementation would follow. Comrade Zewdie added 
that the aim of the authority was to carry out research on 
the valleys and water resources, the natural wealth of our 
country, to prepare a master plan for the development of 
valleys, and also to carry out studies on environmental 
conservation. [passage indistinct] 
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The detailed functions of the authority include research 
into the natural resources found in valleys like soil, 
minerals, plants, animals, and so on and relaying the 
outcome to the people for utilization. The authority will 
monitor research into ways of controlling the imbalance 
between natural resources in valleys and environmental 
conservation, and follow up the implementation of pol- 
icies and strategies. 


One of the main duties of the Ethiopian Valley Devel- 
opment Study Authority is to study the country’s water 
resources. It will gather information and measure, at the 
national level, the capacity of rivers, distribution, and 
cleanliness. It will also conduct research to ensure water 
development projects do not cause health hazards, 
spread disease, or become polluted with chemicals. 


Comrude Mengistu was also told about the possibility of 
launching various agricultural development and irriga- 
tion schemes, using the research carried out on our main 
valleys and rivers, and the power to be geneiated from 
the rivers. The basic problems facing the authority as it 
conducts its research and maps out its future plans were 
assessed. Comrade Mengistu gave encouragement and 
issued directives on solutions to the problems. 


Also present were: Comrade Adis Tedla, member of the 
Central Committee Politburo and deputy prime minis- 
ter, Comrade Fasika Sideli!, alternate member of the 
Politburo and secretary of the WPE Central Commiitee; 
Comrade Mersie Ejigu, member of the WPE Central 
Committee, secretary of the National Commitiee for 
Central Planning and head of the Planning Office; and 
Comrade Kifyalew Achamyeleh, deputy commissioner 
of the Water Resources Development Commission. 


Trade Protocols With GDR, Cuba Signed 
EA061832 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1800 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] In accordance with earlier agreements, Ethiopia 
has signed |-year trade protocols with Cuba and the 
GDR. The protocols for 1988-89 were signed in Havana 
and Berlin by Comrade Tadesse Gebre-Kidan, member 
of the WPE Central Committee and foreign trade min- 
ister, and the foreign trade ministers of Cuba and GDR. 


Speaking on arrival back in Addis Ababa after signing 
the agreements, Comrade Tadesse said Cuba will buy 
Ethiopian products worth 7 million birr, while Ethiopia 
will import goods worth a similar amount. 


Under the protocol signed between Ethiopia and the 
GDR, Ethiopia wili export products such as processed 
hides, (7beans) oil seed [word indistinct], spices, and 
pulses worth about 25 million birr. The GDR will export 
to Ethiopia agricultural machinery, spare parts, chemi- 
cals, and (? film) worth 42 million birr. [passage indis- 
tinct] 
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Kenya 


Moai C by PRC President Li Xiannian 
E.1041547 Nairobi KNA in English 1355 GMT 
4 Mar 88 


[Text] Nairobi, 4th March—The President of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China, Li Xiannian, has congratulated 
President Daniel Arap Moi on his reelection as president 
of the Republic of Kenya. His statement said in part: 


“I wish to extend on behalf of the Chinese Government 
and people and in my own name, warm congratulations 
to Your Excellency. I sincerely wish the Kenyan people, 
under the leadership of Your Excellency, to continuously 
achieve new successes on the road of building up your 
country and developing the economy.” 


He further expressed his conviction that the joint efforts 
of the two countries and the friendship and cooperation 
will continue to grow in strength and develop further. 


Somalia 


SNM Attacks Yield ‘Heavy’ Casualties 
EA052301 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] On 24 February 1988 the legitimate fighters of the 
Somali National Movement [SNM], a wing of the Somali 
opposition forces launched an attack on the Mogadishu 
Government forces stationed at (Xayrducato), in Burco 


District, Togdheer region. 


The legitimate fighters of the SNM inflicted heavy 
casualties in men and materiel. They killed 16 soldiers 
and wounded 6 other members of the Mogadishu 
regime's loyalist troops. The SNM fighters captured 
assorted weapons, including |! AK rifles, 2 RPD, 2 RPG 
and | (?7AKM) rifle. Two SNM fighters were martyred 
and two others were wounded. 


On 27 February 1988 the legitimate fighters of the SNM, 
a wing of the Somali opposition forces, operating in the 
south, launched an attack on Platoon No 158 belonging 
to the 16th Brigade of Mogadishu's 60th Division sta- 
tioned at Bohol Garas, in Luug District, Gedo region. 
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The SNM fighters killed five soldiers and wounded seven 
others during their attack. They also destroyed rations, 
ammunition, and fuel stores. The SNM fighters suffered 
one wounded. 


Tanzania 


Nigerian Defense Minister Pays Visit 
EA05 1450 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 
0400 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—The Nigerian minister of defense, 
Lieutenant General jrank as heard] Domkatya Ball, is in 
Dar es Salaam on a 4-day official visit to Tanzania. Gen 
Bali, who is leading a seven-man delegation, will hold 
talks this morning with the deputy prime minister and 
minister for defense and national service, Ndugu Salim 
Ahmed Salim, and will later meet President Mwinyi at 
State House. The Nigerian defense minister will visit the 
(Masimbu) Camp in Morogoro Region tomorrow, where 
he will hold talks with leaders and members of the ANC. 


A spokesman for the Nigerian Embassy in Dar es Salaam 
said Gen Bali, who is on a visit to the Frontline States, 
has already been to Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and Zam- 
bia. He will return to Nigeria next Monday. 


Received by Mwinyi 
EA0S5S 1648 Dar es Salaam External Service in English 
1600 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—President Mwiny: has called on 
African countries to help Mozambique wipe out the 
South African-backed MNR bandits. He said such assis- 
tance should at the same time assist reconstruction of 
Mozambique's ailing economy. President Mwiny: gave 
the call today when receiving the visiting Nigerian 
defense minister, Lieutenant General Domkat Bali. Dur- 
ing the discussions, which centered on the liberation 
struggle, the president said that the UNITA Bandits in 
Angola would not have survived the onslaught by the 
government forces had it not been for the assistance of 
South Africa and the United States. The president 
expressed hope that the two countries would soon realize 
the futility of their protracted but destructive efforts 
against the independence of Angola. The Nigerian min- 
ister presented a special message to President Mwinyi 
from President Ibrahim Babangida. 


RSA Army Said Preparing New Attacks 
MB050638 Lvanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] The South African Ar .y is dispatching important 
units to northern Namibia to reinforce its troops con- 
centrated along the Angolan-Namibian border, in prep- 
aration for new attacks on Angola. 


Citing reliable sources in Windhoek, the Namibian News 
Agency revealed that the South African military units are 
heading toward Mpasha, Rundu, Oshakati, and Groot- 
fontein bases, accompanied by a considerable number of 
military aircraft, helicopters, and other war equipment. 
Observers contacted by the agency believe this move- 
ment is a result of the defeats inflicted on the South 
African Army by FAPLA forces during clashes in Cuito 
Cuanavale, Cuando Cubango Province. They also 
pointed out that South African invaders will! once again 
try to storm Cuito Cuanavale. 


UNITA Claims Bridge Destroyed; 2 MiGs Downed 
MBO0S51204 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1100 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] The UNITA movement in Angola says it has 
killed at least 18 MPLA government troops and blown 
up a key bridge in military strikes in central Angola. In a 
Statement issued in Lisbon, UNITA said its forces had 
attacked a government convoy in Moxico Province and 
destroyed a bridge across the Calai River linking the 
towns of Cuima and Catata in Huambo Province. It said 
the bridge had been used to transport Cuban troops and 
important military material between Lubango and 
Huambo Province. 


UNITA said its troops had shot down two MiG-2! 
fighter aircraft near the town of Cuito Cuanavale in 
southeastern Angola, killing the pilots, who were 
Cubans. 


Mozambique 


Fishing Cooperation Memorandum ‘ith Cuba Signed 
MBOS1518 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] A memorandum on talks held between Mozam- 
bique and Cuba on expanding cooperation in the fisher- 
ies sector was signed in Maputo today. This is within the 
framework of the visit that Jesus Benjamin, Cuba's vice 
minister of the fisting industry [title as heard], has been 
making to our country over the past week. Cuba has been 
cooperating with Mozambique on small-scale fisheries 
since 1978, particularly in the region from Ibo Island to 
Maputo City. 
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Tenreiro de Almeida, secretary of state for fisheries. 
signed the memorandum on behalf of Mozamtique. He 
said at the occasion that Jesus Benjamin's visit to 
Mozambique is a contribution to the strengthening of 
relations between the two countries. 


Namibia 


SWAPO Claims Attack on RSA Base at 
MBO0S1515s Dakar PANA in English 1400 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Luanda. 5 March (NAMPA/PANA)—Eleven 
South African soldiers were killed near Ohopoho in 
western Namibia during clashes between SWAPO free- 
dom fighters and the Pretoria regime’s occupation army, 
a SWAPO war communique said on Saturday. 


The communique also said that SWAPO fighters heavily 
shelled the South African military base at Okalongo, 53 
kilometres north-west of the garrison town of Oshakati, 
inflicting heavy human and material losses on the ene- 
my. The attack, which took place on Friday, is the 
second in just over a week. On 27 February, the People’s 
Liberation Army of Namibia (PLAN) combatants 
attacked the Ohangwena military base, causing heavy 


damage. 


On Thursday, clashes in the vicinity of Ohopoho 
resulted in the death of six South African troops when 
their armoured personnel carrier hit a SWAPO anti-tank 
mine. Five others were seriously injured. Another five 
soldiers were killed in a different engagement on the 
same day near Ohopoho, the communique said. 


Republic of South Africa 


Government Ready ‘To Deal’ With USSR on Angola 
MB060730 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
6 Mar 88 p 2 


[By Lester Venter] 


[Text] The South African Government is poised for a 
direct diplomatic initiative involving the Soviet Union 
and Angola to end the hostilities that have plagued the 


region. 


Confirmation of the move comes amid a heightened 
level of conflict, with Angolan Air Force jets reportedly 
striking directly at South African ground forces in south- 
eastern Angola. 


Defence Minister General Magnus Malan today made a 
remarkable direct offer to Soviet Premier Mikhail Gor- 
bachev: Abandon your bid for a pro-Soviet government 
in Angola and South Africa will respond in similar vein. 


And other sources indicate talks with the Angolan Gov- 
ernment are in the cards. 
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Gen Malan based his offer, made in a prepared state- 
ment, on Soviet policy towards Afghanistan, where the 
Russians have said they intend to end their occupation. 


Mr Gorbachev said in January: “in free, non-aligned and 
neutral A‘ghanistan the government must be established 
on the basis of reconciliation.” 


The Soviet leader made it clear this policy had to be 
matched by a similar undertaking from the U.S. 


Today Gen Malan said: “If Mr Gorbachev would be 
prepared to express himself in the same way on Angola, 
South Africa is prepared to say the following: South 
Africa is not attempting to establish a pro-South African 
government in Luanda. 


“But then the Soviet Union must state clearly that it is 
not interested in a pro-Soviet government in Luanda. 


“The MPLA and UNITA will have to reach a settlement 
on the basis of reconciliation.” 


Gen Malan’s stand—certain to make waves in diplo- 
matic circles—follows hard on two important develop- 
ments in the struggle between the super powers and 
regional powers for the upper hand in the Angola issue: 


—Intimations from U.S. diplomatic sources that the 
Americans are making headway in getting agreement on 
the creation of a government of reconciliation that will 
include the MPLA and UNITA. 


—Moves by the South African Government to draw a 
sharper non-aligned profile for South Africa in the 
subcontinent, involving putting the Americans out at 
arm’s length and freeing SA to deal on its own terms with 
all the parties involved—including the Soviet Union. 


Top SA Government sources dismiss the American 
claims of progress. 


Pretoria believes U.S. mediator Dr Chester Crocker has 
not been fully disclosing to South Africa his dealings 
with the MPLA government. 


Direct contact between Pretoria and Luanda has 
revealed that Angolan Government proposals made 
through Dr Crocker have not been reaching the SA 
Government, it was learned in Cape Town this week. 


This has led to a strong measure of distrust of the 
Americans by ooth sides. 


‘The Yanks are cut out in a big way as mediators,” a 
South African sourc said. 


Gen Malan’s statement makes it clear that South Africa's 
increasing willingness to deal with the Soviets does not 
involve a softening of Pretoria’s view of Soviet inten- 
tions in the region. 
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Gen Malan said the relaxing of East-West tensions that 
has accompanied Mr Gorbachev's premiership also saw 
a stepping up of Soviet arms shipments to the Southern 
Hemisphere. 


At the same time there has been growing alienation 
bet»veen SA and the U.S. mainiy provoked by sanctions. 


“For Moscow this was a clear message that the U.S. was 
weakening its capabilities in southern Africe and that 
consequently a gap would be lef: for the extension of 
Soviet influence.” 


He accused American policy of “inconsistency” that 
could bring “sorrow” to UNNITA leader Dr Jonas 
Savimbi and other African leaders. 


SA had to intervene on UNITA’s behalf to prevent a 
“distorted balance of power” in the region. 


The weakening or destruction of UNITA would have a 
dramatic influence on future political developments in 
the region, Gen Malan said. 


South Africa was prepared to live with a neutral, non- 
aligned future Angolan government, Gen Malan said. 


Meanwhile, journalists who visited south-east Angola 
last week report that Angolan jets strafed South African 
positions in two major battles on February 14 and 
February 15 near the strategic town of Cuito Cuanavale, 
inflicting some casualties. 


‘America Is Out’ 
MBO71113 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
7 Mar 8&8 pl 


[By David Braun, political correspondent} 


[Text] South Africa has rejected the United States, and is 
wooing the Soviet Union as part of a new “aggressively 
neutral” stance as the regional power of southern Africa. 


The government fears that the U.S. will try for a “quick- 
fix solution” in Angola during the dying months of the 
Reagan administration—and it could involve softening 
their position on the withdrawal of Cuban troops. 


Minister of Defence General Magnus Malan issued a 
Statement on Saturday aimed at Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 


General Malan noted that Mr Gorbachev had said the 
Soviet Union would settle for a non-aligned goverment 
in Afghanistan. 


Then he added that if the Soviet Union would accept a 
non-aligned government in Angola, and if the MPLA 
and UNITA reached agreement, South Africa would 
withdraw. 
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South Africa has decided to aggressively “go it alone™ on 
southern African issues. Part of the new diplomat. 
offensive was the speech to the United Nations Security 
Council by South African Ambassador Les Manley in 
which he invited them to “de their damnedest.” There 
have also recently been hardline sentimetits expressed by 
various cabinet ministers on regional relations. 


One source said last night: “There are only “wo powers 
who count in southern Africa—the Soviet Union and 
South A.rica. America is out. Americans have proved 
themselves to be basically unreliable in this part of the 
world.” 


The latest anti-American sentiments follow a chilling of 
relations between South Africa and the U.S. over the 
past few years, and particula:'y since Congress enacted 
sanctions legislation. 


But sources were careful to point out last night that 
South Africa did not foresee any formal links with 
Moscow, and was not seeking a “toenadering™ [rap- 
prochement] with the Soviets. 


However, South African officials are quite keen on the 
idea of establishing mineral cartels with Russians. 


One source said General Malan’s statement should not 


be seen as “glasnost.” 


Mr ‘Manley’s angry rejection of any Security Council 
right to question South Africa's internal security arrange- 
ments, drew a sharp—and perhaps unprecedented— 
response on Friday from Council President Mr Dragos- 
lav Pejic of Yugoslavia. 


He called Mr Manley’s denunciation of the Council an 
affront to the international community. 


“This only shows that South Africa is determined to 
continue its racist policies,” he added. 


In Moscow the Soviets have protested over the South 
African clampdown on the activities of 17 anti-apartheid 


groups. 


UN Envoy Defends Security Council Walkout 
MB041604 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[From the “‘ocus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In a dramatic gesture, the South African ambas- 
sacor to the United Nations, Leslie Manley, and his 
delegation stormed out of the Security Council debate 
last night, afier challenging the Counci! to do their 
damnedest. The Security Council was discussing the 
crackdown in South Africa that has virtually banned 17 
antiapartheid organizations from public political activ i- 
ty. 
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On the line to New York, Robin White asked Amwassa- 
dor Manley if his walkout wasn’t a bit over the top. 


[Begin recording] [Manley] No, not at all. The point ts, 
this Security Council meeting is centering on South 
Africa's internal affairs and, I mean, that is one of the 
basic principles of the United Nations, is that you do not 
interfere im a member-staie’s internal affairs. So, what | 
did was. i asked to speak, to make a statement as early as 
possibie in the debate. I was the second speaker after 
Sierra Leone, who had put in the motion on behalf of the 
Africa group. | made my statement. | said that the 
meeting is totally irrelevant and that if they want to carry 
on with this sort of meeting they must do their damned- 
est and, frankly, that’s why I walked out, my delegation 
walked out, and we will not participate further in the 
debate. 


[White] Did you lose your temper? What was going on? 
Had you been instructed to walk out by your Foreign 
Ministry? 


[Manley] I had an instruction to say that the meeting was 
neat of the vendetta against South Africa and told them 
they must do their damnedest. 


[White] But did you lose your temper? 
[Manley] No, no. I’m not that sort of person. 


[White] Are you really saying that the Security Council 
has no right to debate South African internal affairs at 
all? 


[Manley] In the United Nations, that’s one of the basic 
principles of the charter, is that you do not interfere in a 
member-state’s internal affairs. Look, we are a member, 
a founder member of the United Nations, as is the 
United Kingdom, and we have always respected their 
principles here in the United Nations. The problem is, 
where it comes to South Africa, there is a double 
standard and, therefore, a debate like this has no rele- 
vance whatsoever. 


[White] Will you be storming back in? 
[Manley] Not during this debate. Not <t all. 


[White] Mr Manley, doesn’t this session of the Security 
Council prove that the whole world thinks yuv re wrong 
and that you ought to take more of that? 


[!Manivy] No, I don’t think so. We will have to listen to 
whai other people say. My government is not a (?closed) 
government. South Africa ‘+ the power, the major power 
in the southern Africa region, and | think that the 
international community takes note of that in the first 
instance. Second of all, we are of the major economic, 
military, and other forces in Africa and the international 
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community takes note of that as well. So, we will take 
careful note of what happens in the Security Council, but 
it is irrelevant to what we are doing internally in South 
Africa. [end recording] 


Botha on ‘Direct Approach’ 
MBO041708 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] The government has decided on a more direct 
approach against its critics to stop the international 
coramunity from trying to blackmail South Africa fur- 
ther. The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, told 
our political editor Andre le Roux why South Africa's 
ambassador to the United Nations, Mr Les Manley, had 
put South Africa’s case to the United Na‘ions in such 
strong language last night. 


[Begin video recording] [Botha] The time has come, in 
my opinion, that South Africa should project itself and 
assert itself to a larger extent as the major regional power 
of southern Africa. We are not a superpower, but in our 
part of the world we wlay an important role. Our neigh- 
boring states know it and the time has just come that all 
must take notice that we are not on the warpath; we arc 
not aggresive; we are not zrrogant; we are not defying 
anyone. But we are going our way no... and the rest of 
the world must take notice of the facts of our region, the 
circumstances and the facts of South Africa. We are the 
major power, as I hav= said, and we are going to just tell 
them in so many words: Look, if you want to conduct 
debates as the one yesterday in the Security Council, 
with member states sitting around that council table and 
within the United Nations who cannot even feed their 
people, who have never known elections, who have no 
freedom—the time has come for us to put it more 
directly, more often, and certainly without that, you 
know, trying to hide anything. 


[Le Roux] Have you considered the full consequences of 
telling the world to do their da:nnedest? 


[Botha] I wrote those words and instructed Mr Mar!ey to 
use them. So I did it in a calculated way. You see, they 
are blackmailing us. Now, it was not meant to defy. It 
was simply a statement of fact that you are threatening 
us forever. Now go ahead and do what you like. [end 
video recording] 


‘Tired’ of ‘Deceit’ 
MB04 {909 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaa..: 1800 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Pik Botha, says 
South Africa cannot allow the international community 
to blackmail it any more. The governmeat has decided 
on a more direct approach against its critics. Pik Botha 
told Andre le Roux why Mr Manley, South Africa's 
envoy at the Unived Nations, used such strong language. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


[Begin video recording] We are a regional power. We 
must make our influence felt, not aggressively, not 
challengingly. It is a fact that we are a stabilizing factor in 
southern Africa. Without us the whole of southern Africa 
would perish, including some of the countries around us 
which have big mouths. The time has come for the facts 
about South Africa and our posiiion to be made known 
more forcefully. That is what Mr Manley cid yesterday 
in New York a: my request. The world must take note 
that we will no longer be satisfied with mere explana- 
tions. We will not be bluffed any longer. They know they 
are telling lies. There are states in the Security Council 
chamber who have never had elections, who have no 
food, whose citizens die of hunger, who have no rights 
whatsoever. They have no roads on which to travel, no 
telephones, no newspapers, no food, no clean water— 
they have nothing. These facts must be made known and 
we riust let the world know that we are tired of this 
deceit, of this arrogant, hypocritical approach toward 
South Africa. 


{Le Roux] But is it the way to tell the world we have had 
enough? 


[Botha] No, the world says the orderly system must be 
destroyed. It is the world that is setting demands on us, 
as if we owe them something We do not owe them 
anything. We pay our debts. We pay for our imports and 
exports. What we do here in South and southern Africa 
we do in the interests of our communities. They do not 
want that. They are waging a vendetta against us to 
isolate us further. The time had come when our ambas- 
sador had to tell them to do what they should do. 


{Le Roux] Is South Africa aware of the consequences of 
the challenge? 


[Botha] You are calling it a challe:_,e. This is the reaction 
of a proud country which is not prepared to ican over 
and let others tread on us. We are not issuing a challenge. 
It is a reaction. We will not yield to their threats. [end 
video recording} 


Resistance to ‘Vilification’ 
MB070540 Johannesburg Demestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] It «as the umpteenth meeting of the United 
Nations Security Council called to allow members their 
periodic orgy of South Africa-bashing. But this time 
there was a difference. South Africa's envoy, interrupt- 
ing the over-familiar litany of doom-laden cliches, 
informed the -ouncil on behalf of his government that it 
could do (its) damnedest. The meeting, convened spe- 
cially last Thursday to discuss South Africa, was told by 
Mr Les Manley that its accusations were rejected with 
contempt as being part of a vindictive vendetta against 
his ¢Santry. 
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One diplomat said afterwards it was the most blunt 
speech he had yet heard in the UN Security Council. But 
the signs that ihe time would come when South Africa 
would take such a stand had been building up for a 
considerable period. So vi-ious and determinedly one- 
sided is the propaganda being waged against it no vadays 
that South Africa has come to face what amounts to a 
conspiracy of silence in much of the world about the 
truth of its situation. 


In the myth c.eated by that conspiracy it is a country 
obstinately refusing, againsi all reason, to undertake ary 
reform, no matter how necessary. The mythmakers have 
not merely perverted the truth—as attested tc by visitors 
respected internationally for their academic standards 
and integrity, that reforms have in fact changed unrec- 
ognizably the fabric of social and economic life in South 
Africa during the past decade. The myth has fr ©. 
beyond perversion: It has overturned the truth |. / 
presented its mirror image--the ultimate lie t © ¢ 
world. 


That having been achieved, anything goes. For exampi-, 
there is for black Sovth Africans—sec it is claimed-—a 
complete denial of individual freedoms and rights under 
the law. For proof, the propaganda merchan‘s quote, 
continually and extensively, from the very people— 
radical black South Africans—who supposedly do not 
have the freedom to travel abroad and make such 
statements. Similarly, black people are materially and 
cultwrally oppressed and deprived—sw say the accusers, 
prominent in whose ranks are Third World representa- 
tives whose own people do not even begin to aspire to the 
levels of affluence and educational advancement enjoyed 
by black South Africans. Ia regional atfairs, South Africa 
is a destatniizer—on the premise that, in its case, self- 
defense is actually an aggressive act. 


It has proved useless to respond to the carnpaign merely 
by appealing for fairness and demonstrating a readiness 
to cooperate in rectifying acknowledged wrongs. South 
Africa is too useful a scapegoat for too many. Blocs of 
States, political lobbies, even economic interest groups in 
many countries—a motley collectiou with motives and 
goals as diverse as their own constitutional arrangements 
and regard, or lack of it, for democracy and human 
rights—have found in South Africa an issue on which 
their aims happen to coincide. All, for their own reasoas, 
find it convenient politically and sometimes beneficial 
economically to join in a campaign of vilification so 
willfully one-sided that it rivals any of the more notori- 
ous of the modern-day propaganda wars. 


South Africans have their faults. But they are also 
battling sincerely and with determinatson—even when 
they argue vehemenily among themselves about method's 
and goals—to provide a better future for all in this 
country. If they have to live with the present interna- 
tional situation, ’»ey will. They will not be pushed off 
course. 
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AWB Emerging As Powerful Rightwing Influence 
MB061329 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
6 Mar 88 p 2 


[By Dries van Heerden] 


[Text] The Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging has emerged 
frum the fringe to become a powerful influence in South 
African mghtwing politics. 


Once the AWB brought ridicule upon itself for tarring 
and feathering an academic and a ludicrous plot by some 
members to sabotage the homeland casinos. Now it sits 
in the inner sanctums of rightwing councils. Attempts by 
the government to smear the Conservative Party for its 
association with the AWB have clearly backfired: The 
C? romped home in two critical platteland by-elections 
> week. 


Does this mean Eugene Terre’Blanche, the messianic 
ers threatening leader of the AWB, is now kingmaker of 
the Right? 


His continuing support is certainly now vital to the 
fortunes of the Conservative Party. 


Hence Dr Andries Treurnicht’s steadfast refusal to dis- 
avow the movement in spite of NP attempts to identiiy 
him with AWB excesses. 


Ste“enbosch political scientist Professor Hennie Koize 
believes the NP has overplayed its hand with its AWB 
scare tactics in the by-election campaigns. 


“They forgot that CP supporters have already written off 
the NP,” he szys. 


“They made a clean break with the NP because they 
earnestly briieve the government is selling out the white 
man. 


“If they have to choose between Mr Terre’Blanche and 
President Botha, they obviously consider the AWB 
leader to be the lesser of two evils.” 


Professor Kotze says the average voter ‘s not concerned 
with the subtle differences in policy between the CP and 
AWS. 


What is more important to him is his perception that it 
is only the rightwing parties which can guarantee con- 
tinuing white privileges. 

The . WB's early history is obfuscated by th< Icaders’ 
efforts to envelop the organisation in symbolism and 
m’ thology. 


Mr Terre’Blanche himself claims it was formed in {973 
in a garage in Heidelberg by “seven concerned young 
Afrikaners looking for alternatives to the Westminister 
system”. 
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In the early stages two Pretoria advocates— ne of whom 
is still very active in rightwing circles—were prominent. 


In its formative years the AWB was certainly a militant 
offshoot of the HNP—Mr Terre’Blanche himself stood 
as an HNP candidate in the 1971 elections. 


But then there was a plethora of lunatic fringe rightwing 
groups—the Witkommando, the Odal Clan, Action Save 
White South Africa, the Kappiekommando—all of 
which ended on the political scrapheap. 


In the early years the AWB’s claims to fame were 
restricted to almost infantile outrages like the tarring and 
feathering of Professor Floors van Jaarsveld of Tukkies 
{Pretoria University]. 


They gatecrashed an attempt to draw up a petition 
favouring the opening of the Breytenbach Theatre in 
Pretoria to all races and later AWB members were 
convicted for amateurish attempts to bury firearms in 
western Transvaal mealie fields. 


Mr Terre’Blanche transformed a ragtag band of political 
misfits into a formidable force on the Right—no doubt 
helped by the free publicity they received from govern- 
ment speeches. 


The AWB’s relations with the HNP soon soured. The 
HNP saw them as competing for the rightwing vote, 
especially after Mr Terre’Blanche registered his own 
Blanke Volkstaat [White National State] Party in 1979. 


During last year’s general election Mr Terre’Blanche 
tried to act as a power broker on the Right to conciliate 
the HNP and CP into a united front. His efforts were 
dashed by the long-standing feuds between the two. 


He did, however, successfully manage to infiltrate the 
ranks of the CP’s parliamentary caucus by getting five of 
his supporters elected as CP MPs—what is called the 
“Trojan Horse strategy” by the NP. 


CP politicians now find themselves confronted with the 
problem of what to do with an organisation that pos- 
sesses such a tremendous potential to embarrass. 


Seen from his perspective, Dr Treurnicht probably made 
the right decision not to alienate the AWB. 


After all, wasn’t it Dr Connie Mulder who quoted 
Confucius with approval: “My enemy’s enemy is my 
friend’? 


And the government still faces the prickly problem: How 
to confront the “Triple Seven Brigade” and its silver- 
tongued leader. Should they ban them or not? 


An investigation in terms of the Internal Security Act is 
currently under way but President Botha will certainly 
move cautiously. 
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The National Party will always be haunted by the ghosts 
of Gideon Scheepers, Jopie Fourie and Robey Leib- 
brandt, all of whom became potent symbols of Afrikaner 
martyrdom. 


Containment Planned 
MB061431 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR 
in English 6 Mar 88 p 17 


[By John MacLennan] 


[Text] The government is expected to take action against 
the AWB soon, but a full-scale crackdown is likely to be 
delayed until nearer the time of the next general election. 


NP sources say the AWB’s growth must at this stage be 
“contained”. At the same time they believe the organi- 
zation offers marvellous propaganda ammunition. 


They hope to use the link beiween the AWB and the CP 
to destroy Dr Treurnicht’s party and secure English- 
speaking votes for the NP. 


The government has already started weeding AWB sup- 
porters out of the police reserve, say CP suurces. Reserv- 
ists at Pietersburg have been asked to sign a document 
stating they are not members of the organization. 


Some refused and were told to resign. But they have 
defied the instruction and have told senior officers they 
will have to fire them if they want to get them out. 


Now Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlok will have to 
reply to a question in Parliament on the subject during 
the course of this week. 


The CP wants to know if reservists have been fired, why, 
and whether reservists all over the country are being told 
to renounce the AWB or quit the force. 


In view of the pending question a spokesman for Mr 
Viok would not comment other than to say: “Members 
of the AWB are not welcome in the police force.” 


The clearest indication yet of coming action has been Mr 
Vlok’s announcement that the AWB is being investi- 
gated in terms of the Internal Security Act. He also said 
in the House of Representatives that the government 
would deal with the organization. 


At the same time the new Promotion of Orderly Internal 
Politics bill contains two clauses which, according to 
senior Nationalist sources, are aimed directly at the 
AWB. 


One makes it an offense, punishable by a R4,000 fine or 
two years’ imprisonment or both to: 


‘““Foment hostility between persons of different nation- 
ality, cultural or religious groups. 
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“Insult or injure the feelings of any member of a nation- 
ality, cultural, religious or population group. 


“Encourage or incite violence against any member of the 


Another clause gives the minister the power to prohibit 
the display in public of “certain flags, standards, ban- 
ners, badges, emblems, marks or slogans” if he believes 
they will have the effects referred to previously. 


This is clearly aimed at the AWB’s three-legged swastika. 


A CP source conceded this week that the AWB was 
becoming a problem for the party: “We want to get them 
off our necks. They are an embarrassment.” 


A senior NP source said the government was trying to 
keep a balan *d view, but that it was concerned with the 
AWB’s poten al. 


“In the beginning nobody took Hitler seriously either. 
And then it became too late to de anything. At the same 
Se Se a OSs 


NP Said Gearing Up for General Election 
MB06 1440 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR 
in English 6 Mar 88 pp 1, 2 


[By David Breier and John MacLennan] 


[Text] The government is already gearing up for the next 
general election after this week's thrashing at the hands 
of the Conservative Party in the Transvaal. 


Senior NP sources say the government has now given up 
hope of coming up with a package of Group Areas 
concessions to the House of Representatives which 
might have resolved the constitutional impasse and 
enabled President Botha to extend the life of the white 
House of Assembly. 


“We plan no initiatives to Labour leader Mr Hen- 
drickse,” said a National Party source. 


Political pundits feel that white South Africa has 
reverted to its traditional two-party system as the 
National Party and the Conservative Party enter a grim 
era ee eae 


After this week's CP by-election triumphs, the next 
round in the struggle after the Randfontein by-election 
on March 29 will be the municipal elections in October, 
when blacks, whites, coloureds and Indians will vote on 
the same day for separate local authorities. 


Pretoria political scientist Professor Willem Kleynhans 
says that Afrikaners are rallying increasingly around the 
CP, while the Nats are relying more and more on 
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English-speaking people to keep it in power. This leaves 
little room for other parliamentary opposition parties, 
such as the Progressive Federal Party, which rely on 
English-speaking support, he believes. 


Prominent Progs this week confirmed that they were 
increasingly worried by the right-wing atmosphere in the 
country, which was worsening after the lurch to the Right 
in last year’s parliamentary elections which mauled the 
Progs and made the CP the official opposition in Parlia- 
ment. 


One PFP public representative ruefully admitted that 
many of his voters who had previously voted Prog were 
now openly Nat or secretly CP. 


White South African politics has traditionally revolved 
around two parties. Initially these were the South Afn- 
can Party and the Nats and later the United Party and 
the Nats. Now it is between the Nats and the CP, 


Professor Kleynhans said. 


This week's CP triumphs in Standerton and Schweizer- 
Reneke points to major CP victories in October's mvaic- 
ipal elections, which will be held on a party-political 
basis for the first time in many towns. 


The CP expects to win control of many Transvaal 
platteland towns and make a major impact in the urban 
areas, as well as in the Free State, northern Natal and 
northern Cape. 


Professor Kleynhans calculates that if a parliamentary 
election were held now the CP would gain at least 19 
seats. Together with their existing 22 seats, this would 
give them a total of at least 41 seats. There are 166 
elected seats in the House of Assembly. 


The 19 seats which he believes to be within easy reach of 
the CP are: Kuruman, Heilbron, Parys, 
Hercules, Krugersdorp, Lydenburg, Maraisburg, Meyer- 
ton, Potchefstroom, Rustenburg, Springs, Stilfontein, 
Wonderboom, Pretoria West. Roodeplaat, Innesdal, 
Sasolburg and Fauresmith. 


While it does not threaten the NP’s majority yet, this 
could change if the bandwagon effect continues. In 
addition a new delimitation could give up to 12 new 
seats to the Transvaal, which is the CP's stronghold. 


The CP will begin to nominate municipal election can- 
didates this weekend. It will also contest the municipal 
elections in Johannesburg where it could pick up a few 
wards in the western and southern suburbs and in the 
Hillbrow area, where it can exploit the group areas 
situation. 


The Nats are widely expected to capture an overall 
majority in the Johannesburg City Council, which they 
have governed until now in a coalition with Mr Obie 
Oberholzer’s Independent Ratepayers Action. 
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The Progs, who are the largest party in the council and 
were one short of an overall majority in the last elections, 
have little hope of making a challenge for power. 


Their one hope lies in a possible alliance with Dr Denis 
Worrall’s Independent Party (IP) to be launched this 
month. 


Mr Brian Goodall, southern Transvaal leader of the PFP, 
said it was essential for “eform-minded people to work 
together to speed up the process of reform. He said that 
a joint strategy beiween the PFP and the IP could 
prevent a swing to the NP and CP in Johannesburg. 


“It is in the interest of the PFP and IP to come to some 
working arrangement because the IP has quite a few 
supporters while the PFP has the organisation,” he said. 


The government must have an election five years from 
the date when Parliament was last extended within the 
new Constitution. This term—including the govern- 
ment’s discretionary period of six months—expires in 
March 1990. 


NP sources say the sooner the election is held the better 
it will be for the party because the CP will be denied the 
Opportunity to consolidate its strength. 


All the government's efforts will be directed at the Right, 

because it believes the PFP was destroyed as an opposi- 

tion force in the last election and cannot recover in two 
years. 


Sources say the NP will push ahead with reform even 
though this is costing the party votes. They contend these 
votes are probably irrevocably lost anyway. 


The campaign against the CP will probably paint that 
party and its AWB supporters as impractical dreamers, if 
not totally mad and bad as well. 


Radio Launches Spanish Service to Angola, Cuba 
MB061726 Johannesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans 
6 Mar 88 p 26 


[Report: “Radio RSA Speaks to the Cubans” by TV 
reporter Johan Botha] 


[Text] Radio RSA is now speaking Spanish to our Cuban 
enemies! 


This is the brand new service launched by the radio 
station. The Spanish broadcasts are aimed not only at 
Cubans in Angola, but also at their fatherland, Cuba. 


In addition, Radio RSA has also started sending a 
magazine to foreign listeners all over the world. “This is 
all part of our aggressive new approach aimed at correct- 
ing distorted information spread abroad about South 
Africa,” said Mr Fanus Venter, head of Radio RSA. 
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“For a long time now there has been a need for us to 
introduce a Spanish service with Angola as the target,” 
says Mr Sias de Kock, head of the new service. “This is 
especially so in light of the large number of Cuban troops 
in Angola and the growing influence of Spain in Africa. 
In the last few years Spain has established strong trade 
ties with Angola and Mozambique. The Spanish fishing 
fleet, third largest in the world, is particularly active 
along the west coast of Africa.” 


The Spanish broadcasts to Cuba and Angola will run for 
| hour daily. ““We expect that these broadcasis, on a 
powerful 500 kilowatt transmitter, will also reach Equa- 
torial Guinea and most of the Spanish-speaking coun- 
tries on the west coast of Africa.” 


The new broadcasts to Angola and Cuba, together with 
the existing broadcasts to Latin America, give the station 
450 million potential listeners. In a worldwide competi- 
tion held at the end of last year by the Balcarce DX Club 
in Buenos Aires to identify the most popular Spanish 
language radio station, Radio RSA shared third place 
with the Voice of America. Mr Venter says: “Our broad- 
casts to Angola are one of our most important projects at 
present. ¥» e want to ensure that Radio RSA maintains its 
role as the top marketer of South Africa in the interna- 
tional community.” He sees the station’s role as “a very 
great challenge to us—to promote South Africa.” 


Pasioors, Harrington Swap Considered 
MBO070703 Umtiata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT7 Mar 88 


[Text] South Africa is involved in diplomatic discussions 
which could lead to a prisoner swap. Negotiations are 
said to be in a preliminary stage. Diplomatic sources in 
Pretoria say a swap involving Belgian national Helena 
Pastoors and South African Odile Harrington could be in 
the cards. Mrs Pastoors was sentenced to 10 years in jail 
for treason and Mrs Harrington to 25 years in a Zimba- 
bwe jail for spying for Pretoria. Early this year Belgium 
expelled three South African officials after South Africa 
failed to release Pastoors following discussions between 
the two governments. 


Police Issue Unrest Report C 4 Mar 
MB050859 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0856 GMT 
5 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria, March 5, SAPA—Follows the overnight 
unrest report issued by the SAP public relations division: 


“At Zola, a large group of blacks attacked a hearse and 
set it alight. Three black men, who were in the vehicle, 
were attacked by the mob who were wielding knives and 
stones. All three were killed and an effort was made to 
burn their bodies. Two coffins which were in the hearse 
at the time, were incinerated when the vehicle burnt out. 
Police arrived and dispersed the mob with tearsmoke. 
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“At Meadowlands, a large group of blacks set a private 
vehicle alight causing extensive damage. Police dis- 
persed the mob with tearsmoke. 


“At Mofolo, a large group of blacks attacked a hearse and 
set it alight. Two black men (aged 50 yrs and 38 yrs) who 
were in the vehicle at the time, were stabbed to death by 
the mob. They tried to set the bodies alight but fled when 
the police arrived on the scene. The hearse was exten- 
sively damaged. 


“At Tembisa (Kempton Park) arsonists damaged a 
house. A black man who attempted to put out the fire 
sustained burns. 


“At KwaThema (Springs) a number of buses were badly 
damaged when they were stoned by a group of blacks. 


“At Clermont (near Pinetown) an unknown gunman shot 
and killed a local councillor. 


“At KwaDengezi (Durban) a group of blacks attacked a 
26-year-old black man and stabbed him to death.” 


Unrest Report for 5 Mar 
rye Johannesburg SAPA in English 0643 GMT 
6 Mar 


[Text] Pretoria, Mar 6, SAPA—{Here follows the police 
report on incidents of unrest yesterday issued by the 
SAP’s public relations division in Pretoria). 


At Magabheni near Umkomaas, two black men were 
injured and a private house was damaged when a group 
of blacks hurled petrol bombs at the dwelling. 


At KwaMakhutha near Amanzimtoti, a group of blacks 
attacked a private dwelling and fired a shot at it. Police 
fired birdshot to disperse the attackers. A black man was 
fatally wounded and four others wounded. A further six 
men were arrested. 


Unrest Report for 6 Mar 
_— Johannesburg SAPA in English 0640 GMT 
ar 


[Text] Pretoria, March 7, SAPA—Following is the SA 
Police unrest report: 


“The following unrest-related incident was reported 
overnight: 


“At KwaDengezi (near Pinetown) a group of blacks 
attacked a private dwelling. The house was slightly 
damaged when a petrol-bomb was hurled at it. A taxi 
belonging to the owner was extensively when it 
was set alight. Numerous shots were fired at the dwelling 
but no reports of injuries were received.” 
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Press Comment on Current Issues, Problems 
MB050845 [Editorial Report] 


THE STAR: Reaping its Harvest — Barney 
Mthombothi, in his “All Things Considered” column on 
page 10 of Johannesburg THE STAR in English for 5 
March, considers the current prognosis for apartheid, 
declaring it to be the “politics of greed...trying vainly to 
pick up new threads to sustain and underpin its hegemo- 
ny.” “Watching the demonic demonstrations of the 
AWB” recently, Mthombothi remarks, “I could not help 
but pity those miserable victims. Apartheid is reaping its 
harvest.” The National Party, he writes, is “burdened by 
the baggage of the past...groping in the dark, offering its 
supporters nothing but trust.” “Apartheid, stripped of its 
moral and spiritual garb, has found it terribly difficult to 
cling to its ideas and direction.... The dogma has been 
exposed for the lic that it has always been.” 


‘Franco Option’ Unknowingly Accepted — In his “Un- 
dercurrent Affairs” column on the same page, STAR 
editor Harvey Tyson examines what he identifies as 
South Africa’s acceptance, “without knowing it”, of the 
Franco option. “It would seem that the all-powerful state 
president believes his total strategy of total domination 
is working well. He believes (as did General Franco) that 
he can roll back any revolution and impose highly 
efficient government, with sufficient blessings to keep 
the masses docile.” “The whole system, from the 
National Management Committee to the Regional Ser- 
vices Council, is eminently suitable for the Franco 
option.... The Franco option seeks first to demonstrate by 
force that the government not only has the determina- 
tion, but also the means to maintain power. Then the 
regime dishes goodies to the masses and provides effi- 
cient government for all. Muggings stop, and the trains 
keep moving. Can it work? Clearly the president is 
confident it will. At what cost? The cost of all freedom, of 
course...” 


Press Review for 7 Mar 
MB071044 [Editorial Report} 


SUNDAY STAR: Qwelane Laments Law Unfairness — 
Jon Qwelane writes in the “Just Jon” column on page 15 
of Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR in English on 6 
March that “‘it is a simple statement of fact that in South 
Africa one’s status before the law is determined by one’s 
race: The darker you are, the darker your chances of fair 
treatment by the authorities.” “I do not believe in 
bannings and restrictions on the freedom of people to 
speak their minds and their freedom to associate. But if 
those freedoms are extended to the AWB, by the same 
token they must surely be extended to other organisa- 
tions which, I dare say, have much more realistic pro- 
grammes for a future SA than dismembering it into 
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boerestaat [Afrikaner homelands], bantustans, coloured- 
stans, and Indianstans? But the freedom to speak one’s 
mind does not mean the freedom to denigrate, humiliate 
and insult others.” 


NP Prisoner of Own Propaganda — The page | 6 editorial 
says no amount of NP propaganda against the AWB and 
the CP “has succeeded in curbing their growing support. 
The Nats [NP] should not be surprised. For almost 40 
years they have told frightened whites about swart 
gevaar [black threat) and the inalienable right to white 
ad Having written the political script in cast 
iron to exclude the need for change, negotiation, recon- 
ciliation and power-sharing the Nats have discovered too 
late it is impossible to re-educate the volk [people].” 
“Among all the lasting images this week there was 
nothing which brought us closer to a real solution to 
complex political prob/ems. There is nothing attractive 
about increased world censure and isolation. There is 
every need to urgentiy pursue reform and peace.” 


NP Te Delay Actica Against AWB — John MacLennan 
writes on page 17 “the government is expected to take 
action against the AWB soon, but a full-scale crackdown 
is likely to be delayed until nearer the time of the next 
general election. NP sources say the AWB's growth must 
at this stage be con‘ained. At the same time they believe 
tion.” “A senior NP source said the government was 
trying to keep a balanced view, but that it was concerned 
with the AWB’s potential. In the beginning nobody took 
Hitler seriously either. And then it became too late to do 
anything. At the same time we do not want to use a 
sledgehammer to destroy a flea.” 


SUNDAY TIMES ea Valee of CP Ekctien Victories — 
A page 20 editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English on 6 March says the CP victories in the 
Schweizer-Reneke and Standerton by-elections “could 
yet serve a useful purpose—if they give the National 
Party a damn good fright. With the assumption of power 
by President Botha, the Nationalists declared apartheid 
to be dead, cven though they have shown a marked 
reluctance to bury it. Trouble is, they have put nothing in 
its place.” “Indubitably, the CP is on a roll. Estimates of 
its ceiling (30,40 seats?) are being drastically revised. A 
relentless march to power is no longer excluded. It would 
be folly for the NP to turn recidivist in the belief that 
they can out-verkramp [ultra-conservative] such oppo- 
nents. Better to write off a percentage of Afrikaner voters 
as irretrievably lost and to concentrate instead on mobi- 
lising a coherent centre that already exists across lan- 
guage lines and craves something sensible to believe in.” 


Criticism of Internal Politics Bill — A second editorial 
on the same page says if the Promotion of Orderly 
Internal Politics bill is intended to “strangle legitimate 
research groups who may offer alternatives to govern- 
ment policy, to stifle bona fide projects aimed at com- 
munity development and upliftment, to cut off funds to 
individua! citizens protecting themselves in the courts 
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against the overwhelming power of the state; if it is any 
of these things, the bill becomes merely another 

in the already vast armoury of repression.” “The bill also 
appears in tandem with the restrictions on the extrapar- 
liamentary opposition gazetted last week, thus leading to 
the reluctant conclusion that orderly politics will hence- 
forth be Botha politics.” 


CITIZEN ena CP Election Victories — Commenting on 
the CP election victories in Schweizer-Reneke and Stan- 
derton the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITI- 
ZEN in English on 4 March says: “The CP is cock-a- 
hoop, with many more seats within its grasp. But this 
does not mean it can take over the government. The NP 
can still win a general election, when the CP’s resources 
will be dispersed instead of being concentrated on a 
couple of constituencies.” “Now that the CP has thrown 
down the gauntlet, the NP will have to take it up, with 
renewed vigour and determination. It will have to expose 
the CP’s lack of a policy that is workable, relevant to the 
times in which we live, and capable of resolving the 
country’s problems.” 


STAR Sees Greater Hope for PFP — Ken Owen writes 
on page 6 of Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 7 March that the PFP is “not alone :., smelling change 
on the wind. In the past year I have seen Marxists 
crats, and now they are trying, in the guise of reborn 
liberals, tc scrabble their way back into the PFP which, 
in the heady pre-revolutionary days of 1985, they con- 
demned as the bourgeois handmaiden of monopoly 
capital.” Owen believes that “ahead lies the kind of 
politics that liberals handle well: the defence, through 
courts and parliaments and patient public debate, of 
such advances as the abolition of the pass laws and job 
reservation, the recognition of unions, the acceptance of 
urbanisation, the many other retreats from Verwoerdian 
apartheid that occurred during President Botha’s 
reformist phase. Ahead, too, lies the long task of trying to 
dismantle, bit by bit, the neo-fascist state which Presi- 
dent Botha constructed as the price of his reform.” 


CAPE TIMES Opposes New Bill — A page 6 editorial in 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 3 March 
observes that if the Promotion of Orderly Internal Poli- 
tics bill becomes law “the stage will be set for a pro- 
tracted game of cat and mouse between the security 
bureaucracy and respectable extraparliamentary organi- 
zations and individuals who oppose the Nationalist 
government and its system. Once again the government 
is seeking to restrict activities which are unexceptionable 
under the ordinary law of the land. The underlying 
pattern is ominous.” 


CITY PRESS Notes Immobilization of Black Aims — 
Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English on 6 March 
remarks in a page 8 editorial that “heaven knows what 
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the government is going to do next in order to immobil- 
ise black aspirations. But if it is true to form, people like 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and other clergymen who 
have vowed to challenge its latest clampdown, must 
watch it.” 


NP Shows ‘Jekyll-and-Hyde Policy’ — A second edito- 
rial on the same page says: The CP’s “landslide victory in 
the Standerton by-election this week was a clear indica- 
tion that white voters are sick and tired of the Jekel-and- 
Hyde policy of the ruling Nationalists. Their tortoise-like 
policy of reform has done nothing but alienate them 
from their constituency. And who can blame the hard- 
core Nationalist voters for having been draw1 into the 
Treurnicht laager.” 


Sibiya Rejects NP, CP Policy — Khulu Sibiya notes in 
the “My Way” column on the same page that “the 
argument that the Nats are better than the CP holds no 
water. The argument that the coming to power of the 
conservatives would speed up the liberation of blacks is 
also fallacious. Well, some believe the CP’s no-bones 
about the black man’s place under the sun policy con- 
stantly reminds blacks tv continue with the struggle. I for 
one believe it is not too late for people to change their 
minds and hand over to people what is rightfully theirs.” 


SOWETAN Notes NP Reaction To Right — “South 
Africa’s diplomacy has become rather shrill,” says the 
page 6 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
on 7 March. “Like a child in a fit of rage we are telling 
the rest of the world to go to hell.” “The Nationalists 
believe that the Right is gaining ground because it has 
successfully convinced the white voter that the govern- 
ment is bowing to pressures from abroad and internally 
from the Left. So to win back the white voters, the 
Nationalists are clobbering the Left and shouting at the 
rest of the world.” 
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Government To Blame for Violence — A SOWETAN 
correspondent writes on the same page that according to 
Thami Mthalane, secretary to the administrator of 
Sobantu, the “government should be held responsible for 
the violence ir. the townships, and should immediately 
do something to end it.” Mthalane felt that “violence, as 
seen in Pietermaritzburg was a potent drug for the 
oppreszed person. Reacting to the futility of his life, the 
individual derives an ultimate sense of power when he 
holds the fate cf a human being in his hands.” Either 
South Africa “presses boldly ahead and forms a govern- 
ment of national reconciliation with popular support, or, 
courage failing, it remains transfixed, like a mouse 
before a snake, or allows forces of violence to tip the 
country into anarchy, chaos and, finally, perhaps full- 
blown revolution.” 


NEW NATION on Contineed Detentions, Restrictions 
— The page 6 editorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English for 3-9 March notes the continued detention 
of editor Zwelakhe Sisulu and the restriction orders 
served on three members of the community newspaper 
SAAMSTAAN, saying “yet the government wants the 
world to believe that this country has a free press, and is 
a Christian, democratic state. Until the media curbs and 
restrictions on media people are scrapped, and those in 
detention are either charged or released, this country will 
never have a free press.” 


VADERLAND on NP Policy — A page 3 editorial in 
Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans on 3 
March says “reform brings with it insecurity. That is 
happening in South Africa now. It was therefore not 
surprising that the CP increased its support” during the 
by-elections. DIF VADERLAND points out that “the 
terrorist onslaught and the campaign from abroad 
against South Africa is not enough to win votes for the 
NP.” “The reforin process should give whites some 
security concerning their fears by creating more tangible 
cooperation and relations between the different race 
groups. Then only can the NP hope to win over the 


English-speaking community.” 


Communique Issued on Visit by Niger’s Saibou 
ABO04 1348 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 3 Mar 88 


{“Joint Communique” issued in Cotonou on 3 March 
1988 on Niger head of state Ali Saibou’s visit to Benin; 
read by Comrade Edouard Zodehougan, minister dele- 
gate to the presidency in charge of interior, public 
security, and territorial administration—recorded] 


[Text] At the invitation of His Excellency Comrade 
Mathieu Kerekou, chairman of the Central Committee 
of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Benin [PRPB}, 
president of the republic, head of state, and chairman of 
the National Executive Council, His Excellency Colonel 
Ali Saibou, chairman of the Supreme Military Council 
[CMS] and head of state of Niger, paid a friendly and 
working visit to the People’s Republic of Benin on 2 and 
3 March 1988. The Beninese people and their high- 
ranking leaders gave the Niger head of state and his 
delegation a very warm and enthusiastic welcome which 
demonstrates the cordial, fri , and brotherly ties 
existing between the Beninese and Niger peoples. This 
visit by His Excellency Col Ali Saibou to Benin was an 
opportunity for the Niger head of state to be better 
informed about Beninese achievements aad to appreci- 
ate the remarkable efforts and the sacrifices being made 
by the Beninese people to safeguard and consolidate the 
gains of their revolution, thanks to the clear-sighted 
directives of their vanguard party, the PRPB. During the 
visit, the two heads of state held brotherly and cordial 
talks which enabled them to examine issues connected 
with bilateral cooperation and the situation in Africa and 
in the world. 


The two heads of state expressed satisfaction with the 
excellent bilateral cooperation and examiaed in depth 
the various sensitive areas of bilateral cooperation. They 
reaffirmed their total readiness and determination to 
give a new impetus to developing and strengthening this 
cooperation. To this end, they gave clear and precise 
directives to their respective ministers charged with 
these areas, asking them to ensure that the recommen- 
dations and decisions made at the seventh ordinary 
session of the Benin-Niger joint cooperation commis- 
sion, held in Niamey from 28 through 30 January 1988, 
are fully implemented. Touching on the issue of subre- 
cooperation, the two heads of state renewed their 

rm support for the Entente Council, the West African 
Monetary Union, ECOWAS, and the West African Eco- 
nomic Community, CEAO. They called on the member 
states to contribute significantly to make these bodies 
real instruments for development in the West African 
subregion. The two heads of state also reviewed African 
and world problems and expressed in particular their 
deep concern over the continued existence of hotbeds in 
Africa and in the Middle East because these hotbeds 
constitute a serious impediment to the economic and 
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social development of states and a barrier to strengthen- 
ing their unity. Analyzing the situation in southern 
Africa, the two heads of state reiterated their strong 
comdemnation of the racist minority regime of South 
Africa. 


Expressing their unflinching support for the struggle of 
the valiant fighters of the ANC and of other democratic 
movements in South Africa, the two statesmen 
demaaded the unconditional release of Nelson Mandela 
and all the other political detainees in South Africa. They 
vehemently denounced all acts of violence, including the 
imprisonment of children. The two heads of state 
renewed their support for the heroic struggles of SWAPO 
fighters to win their independence and denounced the 
itlegal occupation of Namibia by the Pretoria regime and 
its stalling maneuvers which have been blocking the 
negotiations on the independence of that country. "They 
also denounced the acts of aggression and destabilization 
carried out by South African troops arainst the Frontline 
States and neighboring countries. The two heads of state 
launched an urgent appeal to the international commu- 
nity for the unconditional imposition of comprehensive 
and compulscry sanctions against South Africa. 


Examining the situation in the Middie East, the two 
heads of state expressed their great concern about the 
constant tension prevailing in the subregion and 
expressed their support for the efforts being made to 
Organize an international conference on the Middle East. 


At the international level, the two heads of state lauded 
the signing of the American-Soviet Treaty on the Elim- 
ination of Intermediate-Range Nuclear Missiles in 
December 1987 in Washington and called upon all the 
nuclear powers to follow this example. 


During his stay in the People’s Republic of Benin, His 
Excellency Col Ali Saibou and President Mathieu Kere- 
kou visited the Cotonou port. The two heads of state 
gave directives for the maximal functioning of this 
(?unit) which is very important for cooperation between 
Benin and Niger. During this friendly working visit 
which took place in an atmosphere of brotherhood, 
friendship, and solidarity, His Excellency Col Ali Sai- 
bou, CMS chairman and head of state of Niger, and the 
delegation accompanying him expressed their sincere 
gratitude to His Excellency President Mathieu Kerekou, 
chairman of the PRPB Central Committee, president of 
the Republic, head of state, and chairman of the 
National Executive Council, and to all the people of 
Benin for the warm welcome and the particularly African 
hospitality accorded them. His Excellency Col Ali Sai- 
bou has invited His Excellency President Mathieu Kere- 
kou to pay an official visit to Niger. President Mathieu 
Kerekou this invitation with pleasure and the 
date will be fixed later through diplomatic channels. 


Niger was represented at the discussions by: His Excel- 
lency Col Ali Saibou, CMS chairman and the head of 
state; Sani Bako, minister of foreign affairs and cooper- 
ation; Minah Moussa Boucar, minister of parastatal 
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reform; Lieutenant Colonel (Kimba Kolo), prefect of 
Niamey; Maman Amadou, permanent undersecretary 
for the CMS chairman and head of state; and (Kamou 

Zoro), Niger’s ambassador to Cotonou; Benin was rep- 
resented by: His Excellency Mathieu Kerekou, chairman 
of the PRPB Central Committee, president of the 
Republic, head of state, and chairman of the National 
Executive Council; Comreie Romain Vilon Guezo, 
Political Bureau member, President of the Standing 
Committee of the National Revolutionary Assembly; 
(Dagba Imoro Regi), Political Bureau member, first vice 
president of the Standing Committee of the National 


ing the minister of foreign affairs and cooperation; 
of the inspection of 


ation; Comrade (Joel Watsi Adichi), director of African 
and Arabic Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation; Comrade (Jean Nkouetomati), d’af- 
faires at the Em!» "iy of the People’s Republic of Pcnin 
in Niamey. 

Issued in Cotonou on 3 March 1938. 


[Signed] for the Republic of Niger by Col Ali Saibou, 
CMS chairman and head of state. 


(Signed) For the People’s Republic of Benin by Mathieu 


1300 GMT 4 Mar 88 


fext) The Niger head of state, who had been on a 
visit to our Country since yesterday, left 
was the 


Colonel Ali Saibou. Before his departure, the Niger head 
of state this morning visited the Central 
Market in the company of Captain Blaise Compaore. 
During the visit, the two heads of state admired the 
layout of the market on which they were thoroughly 
briefed by Comrade Jean-Baptiste IIlboudo, the project 
director. After the Central Market, the two presidents 
went to Ouagadougou International Airport, where they 
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[Begin recording} Joint communique: In response to an 
invitation extended to him by Comrade Blaise Com- 
paore, chairman of the Popular Front, head of state and 
government of Burkina Faso, His Excellency Col Ali 
Saibou, chairman of the Supreme Military Council 
[CMS] and Niger head of state, paid a friendly working 
visit to Burkina Faso on 3 and 4 March 1988. President 
Ali Saibou and his delegation received a warm and 
fraternal reception from President Blaise Compaore, the 
Burkinabe Government and peopie, and especially from 
the militants in Kadiogo Province and its environs. 


The two heads of state thoroughly examined questions 


satisfaction with the excellent relations between the two 
countries and reiterated their willingness to increase and 
expand Niger-Burkina cooperation in all fields. In this 
regard, they agreed to revive the joint commission for 
cooperation created on 25 April 1983. The heads of state 
gave instructions that the commission should convene as 
soon as possible. They also agreed to coordinate their 
efforts, especially in the struggle against the drouyht and 
the desert encroachment confronting both countries and 
in the fight for food self. iency. They also gave 
instructions to the effect that the officials of both coun- 
tries, espcially those of the border regions, should step up 
their contacts with a view to consolidating the policy of 
good-neighborliness and brotherhood. 


Examining the situation in the subregion, and in Africa 
in particular, Presidents Ali Saibou and Blaise Com- 
paore noted the similarity of their views on the matters 
examined. They reaffirmed their faith in common subre- 
gional organizations, especially the Entente Council, the 
West African Economic Community, ECOWAS, the 
Liptako- Gourma Authority, the Intersiate Committee 
for Drought Control in the Sahel, which are all ideal 
tools for economic integration. 


They expressed gr concern over the existence of areas 
of tension in Noting that this situation is detri- 
at be Ape «yeh we od hg 
African states, the two heads of state underlined the 
urgent need to safeguard peace on the continent through 
respect for the sovereignty, independence, and territorial 
integrity of each state, as well as for the principle of 
noninterference in the internal affairs of other states and 
the peaceful settlement of conflicts. The two heads of 
state reaffirmed their countries’ adherence to the princi- 
ples and objectives of the OAU and promised to leave no 
stone unturned to strengthen this organization which is 
an ideal framework for joint actions and solidarity in 


Concerning the situation in southern Africa,the two 
heads of state condemned the obnoxious apartheid sys- 
tem which has just been worsened by the Pretoria 
authorities’ recent measures banning the activities of the 
anti-apartheid movement. In addition, the two heads of 
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State appealed to the international community for the 
immediate, unconditional i of Namibia in 
conformity with UN Resolution 435. They pledged 
renewed support for SWAPO, ANC, and other anti- 
apartheid movements in South Africa, as well as for the 
Frontline States and other neighboring countries sub- 
jected to acts of aggression and destabilization perpe- 
trated by the South African racist regime. They also 
urgently called or all the states that can bring pressure to 
bear on South Africa to assume their responsibilities. 


Examining Africa’s economic situation, Presidents Ali 
Saibou and Blaise Compaore reiterated their great con- 
cern over the debt problems. They held the belief that the 
recommendations contained in the final declaration of 
the OAU extraordinary summit are an adequate frame- 
work for a search for a satisfactory solution to Africa’s 


debt problems. 


On the Middle East crisis, the iwo heads of state 
expressed their strong belief that a just and lasting peace 
cannot be achieved unless it takes into account the 
Palestinian people’s rights and unless Israel gives back all 
Arab territories occupied since June 1967. They pointed 
out that the ongoing disturbances in the occupied terri- 
tories are nothing but the unavoidable consequences of 
Israel's refusal to recognize the Palestinian people's 
rights. The two heads of state reaffirmed that the best 
chance for achieving a pe*ceful, just, and lasting solution 
lies in the holding of an international conference on 
peace in the Middle East under the auspices of the 
United Nations in conformity with the relevant resolu- 
tions of the world body and with the participation of the 
PLO as the sole legitimate representative of the Pales- 
tinian people. 


In a reference to the Iran-Iraq war, the two heads of state 
deplored the persistence of this fratricidal conflict and 
once again appealed to the two sides to give up recourse 
to force and turn to peaceful means to settle their 
dispute. 


The talks between the two heads of state and members of 
their respective delegations were held in an atmosphere 
of brotherhood, frankness, and mutual understanding. 
His Excellency Ali Saibou, CMS chairman and head of 
state, expressed heartfelt thanks to Captain Blaise Com- 
paore, Popular Front chairman, head of state and gov- 
ernment of Burkina Faso, as well as to the Burkinabe 
Government and people, especially the militants of 
Kadiogo Province and neighboring localities, for the 
warm and brotherly reception and hospitality accorded 
him and his delegation during their stay in Burkina Faso. 


‘lency Ali Saibou, CMS chairman and head of 
st vited Comrade Capt Blaise Compaore, Popular 
Front chairman and head of state and government of 
Burkina Faso, to pay an official visit to the Republic of 
Niger. Comrade Capt Blaise Compaore was pleascd t: 
receive the invitation and the date of the visit will be 
fixed at a later date. 


WEST AFRICA 


Issued in Ouagadougou on 4 March 1988 


[Signed] For the Republic of Niger, Col Ali Saibou; and 
for Burkina Faso, Capt Blaise Compaore. 


Ghana 


Return To Karaga F Disturbance 
AB070831 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Text] More than half of the population who deserted 
Karaga in the Northern Region during a recent distur- 
bance have now returned to the town. They fled the town 
when a police detachment went there to arrest some 
people in connection with the Dabong chieftaincy dis- 
pute. Two policemen and a civilian were killed during 
the incident. A GHANA NEWS AGENCY report said 
the town is now calm with most people going about their 
normal activities. 


The zonal organizing assistant of CDRs [Committees for 
the Defense of the Revolution}, Mr Ibrahim Mahama, 
said his secretariat will launch a resettlement program to 
encourage the people to prepare the land for this farming 
season. The new Karaga Na [title of tradtional chief] 
Alhassan, called for unity in the area so that they can 
collectively rebuild the town. 


Cedis Falls to Record Low Against Dollar 
AB050841 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] At the 70th weekly foreign exchange auction held 
in Accra yesterday, the cedis dropped in value from 183 
cedis to a record level of 185 cedis against the U.S. 
dollar. The Bank of Ghana made available to the auction 
market $6.6 million out of a total demand of $11.1 
million. According to the foreign exchange auctiun com- 
mittee, there were 157 successful bids from a total of 
223. 


Students Accuse University of 
AB050905 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Students of the University of Cape Coast ‘ave 
accused the university authorities of diverting food 
items meant for their cafeteria and dining hall. They 
have therefore arked for a probe into the financial 
administration of the university. The students have also 
asked for the removal of the vice chancellor, Prof K.A. 
Dickson, for alleged academic arrogance, inefficiency, 
and mismanagement. The GHANA NEWS AGENCY 
quoted sources close to the university as saying that the 
agitation started on the 22nd of last month when the 
students presented a resolution to the university author- 
ities for redress of a number of issues. These included 
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feeding arrangements in the cafeteria and dining hall, 
general rehabilitation of the campus, and the lack of 
democracy in the planning and formulation of general 
academic issues. 


On feeding, the students observed that even though they 
receive the same per diem allowance as their counter- 
parts at Legon and Kumasi, those at Legon and Kumasi 
are fed twice daily, while they are fed once only. This is 
because the food is allegedly diverted by the authorities. 
The students are also demanding an account of money 
collected from continuing students and freshmen for the 
university's silver jubilee celebration. 


Another major complaint of the students is the jack of 
communication between the authorities and the student 
body. Meanwhile, the students have decided to boycott 
lectures until the university council responds to their 
demand for a probe into the vice chancellor’s adminis- 
tration with emphasis on financial resources and dis- 
bursement related to food purchases and the award and 
execution of contracts. 


Paper Supports Severe Action 
ABO050935 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The GRAPHIC endorses the decision by the 
government to take severe action against drug traffickers 
and their accomplices to stamp out this illegal business. 
In the opinion of the paper, this an attempt to come to 
grips with the soaring incidents and making the game 
unprofitable and unrewarding. The GRAPHIC recalls 
that until recently, Ghana stood poorly in the comity of 
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and mindful of the fact that most airlines in the devel- 
oping countries are public, Ghanaians cannot afford to 
pay penalties for people who bring them nothing but 
shame and disgrace. The drug pushers must be fought 
and ruthlessly too, concludes the GRAPHIC. 


on Western ‘Smear, Scandal’ Campaign 
ABO5 1329 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Nana Fosua commentary] 


[Text] The latest edition of the WEST AFRICA maga- 
zine, based in London, has reported that the six Mer- 
cedes Benz cars allegedly ordered by the Government of 
Ghana were at long last not meant for Ghana. According 
to the news item, the cars have been shipped to Gabon. 
It would be recalled that a Wes: German newspaper, the 
BILD-ZEITUNG, reported in its | August 1987 issued 
that the Government of Ghana had ordered six Mer- 
cedes Benz 600 cars with six doors each to be recondi- 
tioned at the cost of DM 2,400,000 or 3 million cedis for 
the president of Ghana in Africa. However, this latest 
news item has cleared the air as to the ownership of the 
cars in question and their final destination. It also 
corrects the doubt and suspicion which were created in 
the minds of our people about the commitment of the 
leadership of the revolution. Thus, the campaign of 
smear and slander waged against the PNDC in this case 
as in the past has failed to achieve its motive. 


One dimension of this reporting which must be critically 
brought to question is the issue of ethics so far as 
journalism is concerned. It is assumed that truth consti- 
tutes the bedrock of all worthwhile news reporting. It 
isn’t a question of publishing a news item without 
finding out the authenticity of its source and then 
coming back to correct it later when the full facts are 
available. The harm would have been done and it takes 
extra efforts to correct the situation. The grand design 
behind this false publication by BILD-ZEITUNG, a 
notorious newspaper, cannot go without comment. 


Ever since the advent of the PNDC and the revolution 
was ushered in, various (?futile) attempts have been 
made to discredit the leadership before the people. It is 
in this light that this latest attempt should be seen. The 

the story and the personalities associated with 
it make the dirty campaign at stake more glaring. The 
timing is also equally important. With the approach of 
the district level elections in the last quarter of this year, 
the enemies of the revolution and their foreign collabo- 
rators, like BILD-ZEITUNG, have stepped up their 
campaign of smear and slander. Now that it is known 
that these cars have been shipped to Gabon, the question 
of the ownership of the cars cannot be raised. The truth 
has come out, but it has brought to limelight that the 
enemies of the revolution are still at their dirty tricks and 
plans. They will not stop in their campaign to blackmail 
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the PNDC and the revolution abroad and create dissat- 
isfaction among our people at home. They are doing it 
because they want to reverse the gw ins of the revolution. 
They also have behind them the media of their collabo- 
rators who, in the name of the so-called free press, peddle 
cheap lies and [words indistinct} to subvert and under- 
mine our revolutionary process. 


Ghanaians must now be the wiser for it. Certain [words 
iadistinct] publications like WEST AFRICA thrive on 
the gullibility of our people but as they keep exposing 
themselves, we also have to learn our lessons fast. But 
this matter raises the issue of the efficiency of our 
missions abroad. Why was it not possible for Ghana's 
mission in West Germany to obtain the true facts of the 
cars soon after the publication as far back as August last 
year? It has taken too long for the facts to be made 
known. Our missions abroad must sit up to counter the 
dangerous misinformation in the Western media. 


Papers Note Problems Facing Mass Media 
AB061011 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Excerpt] Two papers, the MIRROR and the CHRIS- 
TIAN MESSENGER, write on problems facing the mass 
media. The MIRROR says there have been lots of 
criticisms of the media about their performances, even 
from government and state officials inferring that the 
media are the source of all evils. Some even say the 
media are one-sided on reports and feature articles and 
that they are not aggressive enough to pursue investiga- 
tions in cases of corruption, crime, and injustice. While 
the paper rejects criticism that it is the mere result of 
historical and ideological prejudice, it accepts that the 
media could do better than now if more attention and 
resources are given to them. It says no one denies that 
information is vital for development, because an 
informed public contributes more consciously to the 
development of the material and cultural base of society 
ee ee © ena ay an 
t ; 


The MESSENGER on its part sympathizes with journal- 
ists who are being laid off because their papers are no 
longer on the newsstand. The MESSENGER appeals to 
the secretary of information to lift the ban on those 
papers since it would not like it to be on record that 


private papers are being suppressed. [passage omitted] 


Paper Likens Israeli Actions to Nazism 
AB061037 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 
[Text] The ECHO looks at events in the Israeli 


territories in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. It recalls 
that when Adolf Hitler persecuted the Jews, the world 
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. The ECHO says it is therefore 
ews of today treading the same 

destructive path which the Nazis were forced to aban- 
Says the inians are only demanding their 

rights but are being com ponte Bpee ae os os 
the self-centered Jews of old 


HH 
7 
2 


on from one generation to the other. 
Ivory Coast 


Former Teachers Union Leader Detained Again 
ABOS5 1736 London BBC World Service in English 
1719 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] The former leader of the Ivory Coast's Secondary 
School Teachers Union, Mr Laurent Akoun, has been 
detained at Army headquarters in Abidjan immediately 
afier completing a 6-month jail sentence. He had been 
accused of misappropriating the union funds following a 
takeover of the union by pro-government members last 
July. The BBC West Africa correspondent, reporting 
from Abidjan, says that another union official, who was 
released earlier after serving a shorter prison sentence, 
was taken to an Army camp at Seguela in the north of the 
country for punitive military service. 


Liberia 


Radio Reports Dismissals in Financy Ministry 


Sekie Sacked 
ABO041732 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 4 Mar 8&8 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe has dismissed the 
deputy minister of finance for expenditure and debt 
services, Mr Releigh Sekie. An Executive Mansion 
release said President Doe took the decision this morn- 
ing during a regular cabinet meeting. Mr Sekie was 
dismissed for administrative reasons. 


Recently, the president dismissed the finance minister, 
Mr John Bestman, for not being at work on time. Five 
other officials, including a deputy and assistant m‘nis- 
ters, were also dismissed at that time for administrative 
reasons. 


Heads Fired 
AB061005 Monrovia Ra.iio ELWA in English 
2210 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The president, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, has 
dismissed five more officials of the Finance Ministry for 
administrative reasons. According to an Executive Man- 
sion release today, those dismissed include Mr Baldwin 
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Banks, executive director, economic and finance man- 
agement committee; Mr William Sherman, commis- 
sioner of income tax; Mr Daniel Foley, deputy commis- 
sioner, international revenue for administration; Mr Eric 
Cooper, deputy commissioner for central collection; and 
Mr William Jones, deputy commisioner for customs. 
[passage omitted] 


Finance, Commerce Ministers Nominated 
AB042207 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] The president, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, has made 
the following nominations in the government. Mr David 
Farhat becomes acting minister of finance and Mr J. 
Wisseh McClain is named as acting minister of com- 
merce and industry. Mr Thomas D. Hanson was also 
named as governor of the National Bank of Liberia. 
According to the LIBERIA NEWS AGENCY, two senior 
officials in the financial operation of the government 
have also been dismissed. 


Doe Decries ‘Lip Service’ 
ABO5 1338 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe has called on 
members of the cabinet to be honest in the discharge of 
their duties and prove their loyalty by serving in the best 
interest of the Liberian people. He told the cabinet that 
Liberia needs committed public servants who will serve 
their nation and not individuals who pay lip service by 
chanting loyalty to the president. According to the LIBE- 
RIAN NEWS AGENCY, the president told his Cabinet 
that he does not wamt lip service when their actions are 
contrary to public inierest. What is happening to us, is 
us, [as heard] he weat on and noted with dismay how 
government salarie, were being delayed. He said this is 
due to the fact that funds deposited for the payment of 
salaries were b<ing used uv’ authorizedly by the Finance 
Ministry. The president pointed out that the paying of 
vendors on the percentage basis was used by some 
ministry officials for personal gains. 


President Doe therefore directs that effective immedi- 
ately, no funds would be withdrawn from government 
salaries payment account without his approval. He fur- 
ther instructed the appropriate authorities of the 
Finance Ministry to ensure that salaries for last month 
be disbursed by the end of next week. He then appealed 
to businessmen and the public to report any official of 
government, particularly the Finance Ministry's offi- 
cials, who demand a percentage or any amount of money 
to process vouchers or any document. He renewed his 
mandate to the press to expose and report all cases of 
corruption and impropnieties as a means of combating 
malpractices in government. Meanwhile, President Doe 
has ordered the of the National Bank to submit 
to him in three days a complete list of all exporters who 
have surrendered 25 percent of their foreign exchange as 
ordered by government. 
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Church Leader's Confiscated 
AB042042 Paris AFP in English 1039 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Monrovia, March 4 (AFP)}—The head of the 
Episcopal Church in Liberia, Archbishop George 
Browne announced Friday [4 March] that the govern- 
ment has confiscated his passport [word indistinct] pre- 
venting him from going [word indistinct] a religious 
mission to Guinea and Gambia. He told a press confer- 
ence Friday that although authorities had told him 
confiscation of the passport was “a mistake,” they still 
have not returned the document. 


Archbishop Browne, who also heads the Province of 
West Africa, said he would have travelled last Saturday 
to Guinea to ordain four priests and then to Gambia on 
a similar mission when he was stopped by airport secu- 
rity. He said he had requested an explanation from the 
Justice Ministry. The archbishop described his relations 
with Liberian President Samue! Doe’s government as 
“cordial,” adding: “I have not said anything negative 
about the government outside Liberia. I have said every- 
thing in their presence” 


Archbishop Browne has been outspoken against corrup- 
tion [word indistinct] of public office and social injus- 
tice. Last month he spelt out the church's pocition on 
freedom and justice at the annual convention of the 
Episcopal Church here, saying that the “church is always 
prepared to protect and defend the liberties of all and 
sundry” and that “all men have equal rights.” 


Mali 


Soviet Delegation Meets Postal Officials 
AB062130 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2015 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] The Soviet trade union delegation that has been 
visiting Our Country is to go to Segou tomorrow. Yester- 
day the Soviet trade union delegation met several offi- 
cials of the posts and telecommunications service. The 
Soviet trade unionists’ visit, which will continue until | 1 
March, is part of an agreement signed between the Soviet 
Union's All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions and 
the National Union of Mali Workers, UNTM. 


FRG’s Von Weizsaecker Continues Visit 


Dam Lean Converted To Grant 
AB042045 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] FRG President von Weizsaecker, who has 
been visiting our country since | March, has begun his 
fourth day with a short meeting with the Malian and 
German press. This meeting enabled the German leader 
to sincerely thank the Malian people and leadership for 
the warm reception accorded his delegation during this 
visit. Sp ee ee De ee one 
inspected at Tonka and Telgou in the Sixth and Seventh 
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Regions. He also touched on bilateral cooperation and 
announced the FRG Government's decision to convert 
into grants the loans it \:ad made to Mali ic help finance 
the Manantali Dam project. 


[Begin Von Weizsaecker recording} Our bilateral coop- 
eration is friendly and efficient. It was a German expert 
who told me that the most important thing in the 
implementation of a project is the people themselves; 
that is, those who take part in the project: their prompt- 
ness, their courage, and their cleverness. We Germans 
want to pursue this cooperation with all our available 
resources, and some examples of our desire to help you 
are, first of all, the Manantali project that Mr Minister 
will inspect this afternoon. The second example is our 
decision concerning the debt Mali owes the FRG, which 
amounts to DM/0 million, that is, DM61 million in 
capital and DM9 million in interest. The FRG Govern- 
ment has decided to convert this debt ints a grant to help 
the country surmount its present and future difficulties, 
particularly its urgent financial difficulties. In addition, I 
also made an important announcement the day before 
yesterday in Mopti. it concerned a contribution of 
DM500,000 for the upgrading of the Mopti Ophthalmol- 
ogy Clinic. We also want to double the r» der of Malian 
summer students who come to our country, and to 
donate more sports equipment. 


We will leave the country with very good impressions. !n 
view of the severity of the natural environment, the 
economic difficulties, and the people's courage, we will 
definitely continue to devote our efforts to helping Mali. 
[passage omitted] Meanwhile, I took the liberty of invit- 
ing the Malian leader for an official visit to our country. 
[end recording] [passage omitted] 


4 Mar News Conference 
ABO051756 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] President Moussa Traore gave a news confer- 
ence at the Hotel de l'Amitie this morning before the 
FRG press on the occasion of FRG President von 
Weizsaccker’s visit to Mali. The questions during the 
conference centered on bilateral relations of coopera- 
tion; on international issues, including debts, apartheid, 
the fall in the price of raw materials; and on issues such 
as the restructuring of our economy, and the financial 
and budget crisis. President Traore first discussed the 
hopes engendered by the visit of the FRG leader: 


[Begin recording] By inviting the FRG president to visit 
our country, we hoped to develop and strengthen coop- 
eration between our two countries and our two peoples. 
We thought it was necessary to maintain and 

this exemplary, dynamic, and efficient N th 
cooperation, and, as for us Malians, we think that these 
objectives have been achieved. [passage omitted] 
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I think that every country expresses its foreign policy 
according to the sensibilities of its people. During my 
discussions with the FRG president, I realized that our 
points of view are identical, because Bonn, as well as 
Bamako, wants apartheid to be dismantled. Bonn, like 
Bamako, is demanding the independence of Namibia. 
Bonn and Bainako hope that the situation in southern 
Africa will become stable so that the people of southern 
Africa will be able to devote their time to the develop- 
ment of their respective countries. But the way to attain 
this stability and peace depends on the points of view of 
each people. It is the same thing in Africa, where people 
do not all agree on the same method. Even though the 
main objective is peace and stability, the methods differ 
from one country to another. 


What is certain is that we need to impose economic 
sanctions on South Africa, and Bonn is in agreement. 
But must we demonstrate this once again to the Bonn 
leadership and convince their people that these eco- 
nomic sanctions will not harm the black people of 
southern Africa and the Frontline States? We exchanged 
views on all these issues, but there are probably still some 
aspects of the problem that Africans have not grasped: 
but we think that when the Africans have made a 
common decision which will be made known to the 
international community, Bonn will follow them in their 
efforts toward peace and s<<urity in this part of our 
continent. [passage omitted] 


During our talks we examined the indebtedness of the 
African countries, | mean the debts that are seriously 
hampering the economic development of the continent's 
states. Of course, these problems need to be solved. But 
I think that the FRG can help solve them, and a solution 
must be found. Now, if we happen to find it, I think that 
it will help to further develop North-Scuth relations and 
strengthen this cooperation. It is in connection with this 
that the visiting FRG president informed us of his 
government's desire to convert the loans contracted by 
Mali to implement the Manantali Dam project into 
grants. [passage omitted] 


In 1980, our country started carrying out a package of 
economic reforms, that is, the restructuring of Mali's 
economy, because we knew that during a time of world 
economic crisis, and because of drow ‘it, it was necessary 
to take stock of the situation and ce ry out a restructur- 
ing of the economy. It was because of this that we began 
the restructuring of the public sector. We signed a 
structural adjustr<nt agreement and continued these 
reforms up wniil almost | year ago. The efforts made by 
the Malian Government were in conjunction with the 
efforts of all its partners to redress and revive the 
country’s economy to achieve greater productivity. This 
is worth mentioning. 


But something else should also be mentioned, namely, 
the structural adjustment agreement that we signed with 
the IMF and which was dis-upted at a certain time, thus 
marring the climate of understanding. But why this 
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disruption? As you know, structural adjustment is based 
on a number of factors, particularly the production and 
sale of products, which means that (?its success) depends 
on what Mali can produce, export, and achieve eccnom- 
ically. But suddenly, the price of 2otton—which is the 
leading product and cash crop of the country—j!ummet- 
ed. In spite of a price drop of more than 50 percent, the 
IMF demanded that we achieve our goals. We told the 
IMF that it was impossible to achieve such objectives. 
[passage c-mitted] 


This disruption has led to misunderstandings and to a 
lukewarm attitude on the part of some of our partners. 
We have said that we favor the structural adjustment 
program, but we also favor the preservation of our 
human dignity, and despite our difficulties, the world 
economic situation, and drought—-which we do not 
control—we want people to understand us. Concerning 
the structural adjustment problems, we want our part- 
ners to understand us, particularly when some factors are 
beyond our control. 


Today we are fortunate that some of our partners do 
understand us and, as the FRG said through its president 
during the recent toast—and you heard hin»—structural 
adjustment should be implemented, but w.i yout endan- 
gering social peace and human dignity. He said the same 
thing in his s cech. Structural adjustment does not mean 
throwing worxcrs into the streets without any compen- 
sation. Nor does it mean dismantling the economy of a 
country or destroying the basis of an economy, because if 
you destroy that base, it will not be able to recover. We 
are still expecting help from our and we hope 
that very soon they will help us—the IMF and the 
Malian Government— to understand each other, which 
will lead to the signing of a new readjustment agreement 
in the best interests of the IMF and Mali. [passage 
omitted] 


I believe that the FRG Government is one of the rare 
governments in the world that cares about the deveiop- 
ment of Third World countries, and particularly of 
African countries, for they are the most affected by the 
world economic crisis, and especially by natural calam- 
ities such as drought. [passage om/tted] [end recording] 


Interior Tour Ends 3 Mar 
ABO041355 Bamako Domestic Service 
in Frere; 5700 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The West German presidential couple contin- 
ues its visit to Mali. It was at Diebougou in the Dogon 
subprefecture that the FRG president, His Exc<iiency 
Richard von Weizsaecker ended the 3d day <1 his 5-day 
Official visit to cur country, a visit that began on | 
March. President Richard von Weizsaecker and Baron- 
ess Mariam von Weizsaecker who were accompanied on 
their tour by President Moussa Traore and Mrs Mar‘am 
eV [passage 
omit 
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Visit Concludes § Mar 
ABOS 1616 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1500 GMT § Mar 8? 


[Text] FRG President Richard von Weizsaecker today 
ended his official visit te Mali. Mr and Mrs Von Weiz- 
saecker left Bamako this morning for Lagos, the second 
leg of their African tour. During the: visit here, the FRG 
presii-ntial couple had the opportunity to visit the 
interior of the country and see for themselves what it is 
really like. The various contacts enabled President Rich- 
ard von Weizsaecker to express his sincere gratitude to 
the Malizn people and leaders for the warm welcome his 
delegation received during the visit. 


One of the highlights of the visit was the announcement 
by the FRG president of wis government's decision to 
convert the loans made to Mali for the Manantali Dam 
into grants. Today these loans amount to 12.7 billion 
CFA francs. When responding to the FRG press yester- 
day, General Moussa Traore, the president of the repub- 
lic, said that President Richard von Weizsaecker and } > 
agreed on all the issues they discussed. 


President Richard von Weizsaecker visited together wi! 
Gen Moussa Traore the [word indistinct] National 
Reserve and the (Kinzalougou) Chamber of Commerce 
Vocational Training Center, two achievements of the 
cooperation between Mali and the FRG. The FRG 
presicential couple in the afternoon visited the National 
Museum of Mali together with President Moussa Traore. 
Baroness Marianne von Weizsaecker and Mrs Mariam 
Traore yesterday morring visited the UNFM [National 
Women’s Union of Mali] Vocational Training Center, 
the National Union of the Blind at [words indistinct], 
and the improved wood stove project at Sirakoro. 


Teachers Arrested Amid Student Demonstrations 
ABO04 1622 Paris AFP in French 1541 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Bamako, 4 Mar (AFP)}—Two teachers of a higher 
learning institution have been arresi¢x in Mali in the 
wake of the student demonstrations which were pul 
down by security forces, it was learned today from 
sources close to the teachers. Messrs Charles Dagnoko 
and Komakan Keita, professors at the Bamako Higher 
Institute of Education (ENSUP), which trains high 
school teachers in Mali, have been arrested because they 
were suspected of being at the root of the demonstrations 
on 2 March in the capital, the same sources have stated. 


The demonsirators, who were ENSUP students, 


marched from their school to the Ministry of National 
Education to protest the transfer and the dismissal— 
which they believe was arbitrary—of one of their philos- 
ophy teachers, Mr Issa N'diaye. The demonstrations, 
which took place during the visit of the West Ge-man 
president, Mr Richard von Weizsaecker, were put down 
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by the security forces and several students were ques- 
tioned. Nine ENSUP students were dismissed for “re- 
peated acts of indiscipline” and were questioned by the 
police, the same sources pointed out. 


In addition, 85 teachers of a branch of the National 
Education and Cultural Association (SNEC), who 
embarked on a |-month strike last month to protest the 
late payment of salaries, were transferred “for striking,” 
according to the association. Government sources 
paw out in Bamako that these were “normal trans- 
ers.” 


Traore Blames ‘Isolated Group’ 
ABO51929 Dakar PANA in French 1445 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Bamako, [no date as received}(AMAP- 
/PANA)—Malian President General Moussa Traore 
Stated during a news conference in Bamako yesterday 
that the unrest that occurred among students and teach- 
ers was primarily caused by an isolated group. Giving his 
view of the strike that followed the transfer—seen as 
“arbitrary’—of a philosophy teacher, Gen Moussa 
Traore emphasized that this unrest “was caused by an 
isolated group which was not followed by the majority of 
Malians.” 


However, he admitted that there were real reasons for 
the strike launched by the students in January for 
nonpayment of their scholarship stipends. The Malian 
head of state blamed the delay in the payment of salaries 
and scholarship money on the fall in the price of cotton, 
the leading cash crop of the country. [passage omitted] 


Niger 


Saibou Receives French Envoy, Chirac Message 
ABO05 1629 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Colonel Ali Saibou, the Supreme Military Council 
chairman and head of state, this morning held talks with 
Mr Ferdinand Wibeaux, an adviser of the French Gov- 
ernment and special envoy of French Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac. After the meeting, also attended by Mr 
Sani Bako, the minister of foreign affairs and coopera- 
tion, Mr Wibeaux told the press about the objective of 
his mission to our country. 


[Begin Wibeaux recording] I came to deliver a message 
from Prime Minister Jacques Chirac. I have had a long 
tour, visiting first Nouakchott, then Dakar and Ndja- 
mena. I have been asked by the prime minister to express 
to the Niger head of state the feelings of esteem and 
consideration that Mr Jacques Chirac has for him and to 
tell him that France and the French Government are 
always ready to discuss the problems of Niger. In that 
regard, a joint commission is soon going to meet. We 
must realize that even though the electoral campaign in 
France is getting busier, the French Government is still 
concerned with Africa’s problems and intends to fulfill 
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its commitments of friendship and solidarity to your 
country. The head of state and I exchanged views on 
various regional issues. [end recording] 


Saibou Returns From Togo, Benin, Burkina Faso 
AB041940 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Colonel Ali Saibou, chairman of the Supreme 
Military Council and head of state, has just returned to 
Niamey from Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, at the end of 
a 4-day visit to Togo, Benin, and Burkina Faso, three 
member-countries of the Entente Council. The head of 
state was met at the Niamey International Airport by the 
prime minister and the chief of staff of the National 
Armed Forces. He was later greeted by the chairman of 
the National Council for Development, members of 
government, soldiers, and several guests present at the 
airport. Here is the statement made by the head of state 
to the general staff: 


[Begin recording] I have ended a visit to Togo, Benin, 
and Burkina Faso. This visit was part of my contacts 
with my counterparts of the Entente Council. Indeed, 
after visting Ivory Coast, it was quite normal for me to 
visit the other Entente Council member-countries, 
because apart from simple diplomatic relations, this visit 
was necessary in view of the privileged relations between 
Niger and those countries. 


I am fully satisfied with the meetings and talks I held 
with Presidents Eyadema, Kerekou, and Compaore. i 
feel sincere gratitude toward my counterparts for the 
quality of the welcome that my delegation and I received 
in these three countries. Finally, I am satisfied with the 
state of our cooperative relations with these countries. 
Our talks on these relations were fruitful because they 
made it possible to immediately solve a certain number 
of problems concerning transportation and transit. 
Indeed, you are aware that these countries are for Niger 
the best routes to the sea. You are also aware of the 
extent of the dependence of our economy on the port, 
rail, and road infrastructure of these countries. 


Our talks were initially on issues of common interest, 
particularly security, and the need for better coordina- 
tion and integration of our efforts for the real socioeco- 
nomic development of our countries. Obviously, we also 
discussed major current international problems. I am 
satisfied and fully reassured by the perfect concordance 
of our views on these issues. These, in a few words, are 
the feelings and impressions that I have brought back 
from this visit which was, in all respects, a visit of 
friendship and brotherhood with the Togolese, Beninese, 
and Burkinabe peoples. Thank you. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


FRG’s Von Weizsaecker Arrives 5 Mar 
ABOS 1731 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] The West German president, Dr Richard von 
Weizsaecker, arrived in Lagos today to begin a 5-day 
state visit to Nigeria. The German president, who flew in 
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to Lagos from a 4-day visit to Mali, will visit [words 
indistinct]. He is accompanied by his wife, Mrs 
Marianne Weizsaecker. During this trip, Dr Richard 
Weizsaecker vill (?meet) the minister for economic 
cooperation, the minister of housing [words indistinct}, 
some government officials, and a team of (730 Ger- 
mans). President von Weizsaecker was met on arrival by 
the chief of general staff, Vice Admiral Augustus Aik- 
homu; the minister of external affairs, Major General Ike 
Nwachukwu; some members of the Armed Forces Rul- 
ing Council; and the West German ambassador to Nige- 
ria, Mr Leonard Kremer. 


President von Weizsaecker’s 5-day visit is the longest in 
recent memory and the | Ith of West German public 
Officials to visit Nigeria since 1971. [sentence as heard] 
During the visit, (7high) on the agenda will be the 
Anambra (?Cement) Manufacturers Factory [words 
indistinct] the West German ident. The vehicle 
production problem of the Volkswagen of Nigeria, VON, 
a company which is also a Nigeria~German joint ven- 
ture, will also be included in (?tangible) bilateral eco- 
nomic issues on the agenda of [words indistinct]. The 
issue of debt rescheduling and the crisis in southern 
Africa will also be discussed by the two leaders. Presi- 
dent von Weizsaecker during his stay in the country will 
(%e going to) Anambra, Plateau, and Abuja. [passage 
indistinct] 


Welcomed by Babandiga 
ABO052004 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] President Ibrahim Ba says the current 
visit of the president of the Federal Republic of Germa- 
ny, Dr Richard von Weizsaecker, to Nigeria, is a practi- 
cal demonstration of the strong desire of the two coun- 
tries to forge greater bonds of friendship. He made the 
expression [as heard] today in Lagos at a ceremony to 
welcome the West German president shortly after his 
arrival to begin a 6-day official visit to the country. 


President Babangida noted that the Federal Republic of 
Germany and Nigeria shared in common many universal 
ideals, especially those of freedom, justice, and human 
rights. These attributes, he said, provided a large spec- 
trum and solid base on which to continue to build and 
expand the cordial relations which had existed between 
the two countrics. General Babangida said that Nigeria 
and West Germany would use the visit to exchange views 
and try to harmonize their positions on a number of 
issues. These include the problem of an equitable inter- 
national economic order, stable commodity prices. deco- 
lonization in southern Africa, and disarmament. 


Responding, Dr von Weizsaecker observed that the two 
countries shared a wide range of economic and cultural 
ties. He expressed the hope that the visit would enable 
him to be more closely acquainted with this country and 


the people. 
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FRG Asked To Ease Debts 
AB061008 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] Nigeria has called for greater West German 
involvement in realizing the objectives of its structural 
adjustment program. [words indistinct] debt reschedul- 
ing and the provision of concessional interest payments. 
President Ibrahim Babangida said last night in Lagos 
that the Federal Government expected future debt 
rescheduling to provide for much longer periods of 
maturity and the conversion of some loans into grants. 
He was speaking at the state banquet held in honor of the 
vis:ting West German president, Dr Richard von Weiz- 
saecker. General Babangida praised the West German 
leader for his role in bringing the debt rescheduling 
negotiation between the two countries to a successful 
conclusion. He, however, pointed out that the structu:al 
adjustment program also envisaged a substantial inflow 
of foreign capital by way of (?directing) investments 
adjustment in financing new and ongoing programs 
designed to accelerate the pace of economic recovery. 


To this regard, President Babangida said that Nigeria 
would welcome genuine entrepreneurship and finance in 
developing science and technology using local raw mate- 
rials. Other areas where genuine sources are needed are 
in the manufacturing sector, supply of (?funds), equip- 
ment and spares to the steel and telecommunications 
sector as well as the supply of coaches to the Nigeria 
railways. 


On apartheid in South Africa, Gen Babangida called on 
West Germany and other countries of the world to 
support all effective peaceful measures including eco- 
nomic sanctions designed to bring down the obnoxious 
system. He expressed great concern that some Western 
nations including West Germany were aiding South 
Africa to acquire nuclear capability. Gen Babangida 
therefore appealed to the West German Government to 
use its influence to prevent the racists from developing 
nuclear weapons and thereby assist efforts at making the 
African Continent a nuclear-free zone. 


In his response, President Weizsaecker commended the 
courageous steps being taken by the Federal Govern- 
ment to restructure the economy. He remarked that the 
German-Nigerian rescheduling agreement was only the 
beginning of his country’s support of Nigeria's economic 
program and a pointer to new prospects for economic 
cooperation between the two countries. In world politics, 
the West German president remarked that his country 
and Nigeria shared identical views on international 
peace, disarmament, Namibia, and South Africa. He, 
however, pointed out that the only area of difference on 
the South African regarded the scope and effect of 
sanctions. 


Dr Weizsaecker leaves Lagos for Abeokuta today in 
continuation of his 6-day visit to Nigeria. 
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DM2.4 Billion Debt Rescheduled 
LD070937 Hamburg DPA in German 
0821 GMT 7 Mur 88 


[Excerpt] Lagos (DPA/VWD)—The Federal Govern- 
ment and Nigeria have agreed on a rescheduling arrange- 
ment for almost DM2.4 billion of Nigerian debts, which 
are due to be repaid through 1997. An agreement to this 
effect was signed in Lagos on Monday in the presence of 
Federal President Richard von Weizsaecker, who is in 
Nigeria on a state visit. 


This is the largest debt rescheduling agreement which 
Bonn has so far made with a debtor country. [passage 
omitted] 


Equipment, Money Given to Hospital 
AB070812 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 7 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] West Germany has donated laundry equip- 
ment and a check both worth DM40,000 to Sacred Heart 
Hospital, Abeokuta, Ogun State. The German-Nigerian 
Association donated the equipment while the check for 
DM10,000 was a personal donation by President Rich- 
ard von Weisaecker, who was on a 5-day visit to Nigeria. 


Presenting the check to Governor Raji Rasaki in Abeo- 
kuta yesterday, after visiting parts of the Ogun State 
capital, the West German minister of economic cooper- 
ation, Hans Klein, said that the gesture was in appreci- 
ation of the good work of the Sacred Heart Hospital. He 
said the visit had given the delegation an insight into the 
State and its capital, Abeokuta. Mr Klein expressed the 
hope that President Weizaecker’s visit would consolidate 
the good relations between Nigeria and West Germany. 
[passage omitted] 


Weizsaecker, Wife 
ABO070959 Dakar PANA in English 
0928 GMT 7 Mar 88 


Indis ~»sed’ 


[Text] Abeokuta, 7 March (NAN/PANA)—The visiting 
West German President, Dr. Richard von Weizsaecker, 
could not pay his scheduled one-day visit to the ancient 
Nigerian town of Abeokuta on Sunday, because “he is 
slightly indisposed,” his press secretary, Fridbert Pflue- 
ger told newsmen on Sunday. 


Pflueger said that the president had a stomach upset 
= afflicted him during his five-day official visit to 
i. 


According to the press secretary, the president's wife, 
Mrs. Marianne Weizsaecker, who should have repre- 
sented her husband at the engagement in ogun state had 
also gone down with similar ill-health. 
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He however expressed the hope that the president's 
ili-heaith would not affect subsequent programmes, 
which include bilateral talks and visit to the future 
capital Abuja and the states of Anambra and Plateau. 


The West German minister of economic co-operation, 
Hans Klein, represented the West German leader in 
Abeokuta. 


Backs Cuban Role in Angola 
ABOS 1914 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida has assured the 
Cuban leader, President Fidel Castro, of Nigeria’s total 
political support for Cuba’s role in containing South 
Africa’s aggression against Angola. General Babangida 
gave the assurance today at Dodan Barracks while 
receiving special envoys from the Cuban leader who 
came to brief him on the latest South African offensive 
in southern Angola. The envoys, led by a cabinet minis- 
ter, Mr Manuel Vila Sosa, gave details of the objectives 
of the South African offensive and steps being jointly 
taken by the Angolan and Cuban forces to repel them. 


President Babangida thanked the delegation for the 
briefing which he described as first-hand information 
that will serve to broaden the Nigerian Government's 
perspectives on the situation in southern Africa. He also 
pledged that Nigeria will do all within its power to ensure 
that the United States did not succeed in its efforts to get 
the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva to 
unjustly condemn the government of President Fidel 
Castro for human rights violations. 


Nsukka, Zaria Universities To Reopen 
ABO52157 Paris AFP in French 1520 GMT 5 Mar 88 


[Text] Lagos, 5 Mar (AFP)}—The University of Nsukka 
(eastern Nigeria), which was closed on 16 February 
following student demonstrations, will be reopened on 
12 March, it was learned today in Lagos. The student 
demonstrations were aimed at protesting the legal 
actions taken against the student leadership of the uni- 
versity for arson and breach of the peace. Lectures will 
resume on 14 March and the students expelled from the 
university have been readmitted. Many institutions of 
higher learning in the country were closed at the same 
time. The university of Zaria, in northern Nigeria, which 
was closed for the same reasons, is also expected to 
reopen on 12 March. 


Lectures To Resume 14 March 
AB062128 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 6 Mar 88 


[Text] The governing council of the University of Nige- 
ria, Nsukka, has announced that students should return 
to the campuses on |2 March, while lectures will resume 
on 14 March. 
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Trade Unions Complain After NLC Dissolution 
ABOS 1334 Paris AFP in French 1834 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] Lagos 4 Mar (AFP)—Three trade union groups 
today lodged a complaint at the Lagos Supreme Court 
against the government after the executive body of the 
Nigerian Labor Congress, NLC, was dissolved on Mon- 
Aig February], it was learned from the Nigerian 
capital. 


On behalf of the entire labor union, the three formations, 
which support the former leadership body, headed by Ali 
Chiroma, demand the withdrawal of this decision and 
the confirmation of Mr Chiroma at the head of the 
confederation in accordance with the decision made by 
the body during its congress in February. 


RSA Anti- Gre=p Bans Condemned 
ABOS 1157 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 5 Mar 88 


(Text) Nigeria has vehemently and unreservedly con- 
demned the restrictions down on 17 antiapar- 
theid groups and individuals in South Africa by Botha’s 
racist regime under bogus and illegal emergency regula- 
tions. The country hears this current action of the racists 
as one more proof that the Pretoria regime has never 
sincerely desired a peaceful solution to South African 
problems. The Federal Government believes that this 
latest unprovoked action will no doubt serve like the 
previous Ones were to reinforce the (?determination) of 
all the anti-apartheid groups who are fighting to disman- 
tle the inhuman policy of apartheid. 


Court Grants Appli ation on NEWS WATCH Case 
ABOS1117 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 4 Mar 88 


'Text] A Lagos high court has granted the application 
brought by the Nigeria Society of Concerned Citizens for 
an order to compel the Lagos state attorney general to 
say whether or not it would prosecute the London-based 
correspondent of NEWS WATCH 
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Senegal 


Libyans To Stand Trial for Arms 
NCOS -¥ Cairo MENA in English 1225 GMT 
5 Mar 


[Text} Cairo, March 5 (MENA)—Djibo Laity Ka, Sene- 
galese minister of communication and Presidential Pal- 
ace official spokesman, termed the elections in which 
Abdou Diouf gained 71.20 per cent of the votes as clean. 


He added that if any forgery had taken place, the 
Opposition would have sought the Supreme Court, a 
thing that has not taken place. 


He added that following the announcement of the pre- 
liminary results of the elections, some elements of the 
Opposition organised a demonstration in the popular 
districts in which riot elements carried out looting and 
burning of some shops. 


He said that the government was forced to impose a <tate 
of emergency in Dakar to restore security and order. 


He further denied reports circulated on the siege of the 
Presidential Palace by tanks, saying that the demonstra- 
tions were limited to the popular districts and that only 
the security forces confronted riot elements. 


He expressed regret over violence witnessed by Senegal 
and underlined that the multiplicity of parties would be 
maintained. 


On the apprehension of some armed Libyans during 
elections, the minister of communication said that two 
Libyans carrying arms and explosive materials were 
arrested and would stand trial. 


He added that the Senegalese ambassador to Tunisia had 
carried messages from Abdou Diouf to the Libyan leader 
on relations between the two countries. 


This came in a telephone call with MENA today. 


F Minister Departs for Gabon 
AB042201 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 4 Mar 88 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs left Dakar today for 
Libreville. Mr Ibrahima Fall is bearer of a personal 

from the head of state, President Abdou Diouf, 
to His Excellency El Hadj Omar Bongo, president of the 
Gabonese Republic, head of state, and founding chair- 
man of the Gabonese Democratic Party, PDG. 
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